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TIOTHERIGHT 


Honorable,VVittiam Lo:idSarg, | 
and SEALE, together with the re- 


ligtous LadyELiZaBgTH his 
Wife, Grace and peace im 
Chriſt lcfus, 


My coop Loxp: 


Preſent you here witha di- 
uine Jewell, which as 1t was 
found by a rich Merchant 
in h1s feld, ſo was irpolithed by the 
cunning $kill of his owne moſt cart- 
ous hand, Jt you behold the qranriree, 
itmay ſeemeburas a Mize: butif you 
confider the quality and verve there. | 
of, it is farre to bee preferred aboue 
| much refined gold, For among 0- 


' thets, it hath this h:dden verine : that 
| A 3 whoſo. | 


' 
OE ns 


Tnr EvyisrtLu 


whoſoeuer contemplates the /uſtr: 
thereof with a chaſte eye, it will reflect | 
a (anttified illutnination into his wery 
heart, And ſeeing that by Gods pro- | 
aidence it came to my hands, when as | 
by the death of the Author it waslike | 
ro haue been /ſt : I thoughtmy ſelfe | 
bound in conſcience to communicate 
it with the Church of God for the pubs 
like good, rather then to keepe it ſtill 
in my cloſet for my owne primate be- 
nefit. | Du, 
And howfocuer the /plendbr of this 
Terrell will glad the heart of cacry eye | 
| thar ſeeth it, yetbeing well conſide- 
red, you ſhall finde itbelongeth by a | 
more peeuber right,to ſuch among the | 
| ſonnes and daughters of men, who | 
| are emmen: for their birth, and honou- 
rable for their place and condition. And | 
becauſe the worth of the Jewel requi- | 
reda Patron of nomeanerranke then | 


ws | otic of the ſornes of Nobles : 1 _ 


SE eo 
_ —_—. MA 


———— CC GO” 


DE — 


Dap ICATORIE, 4 


your Loraſhips Patronage and protet7i- 
0»: and the rather,thart it might bee 
ſome zeſtrmonie of the /auours which 1 
haue receiucd from : and of that duty 
wherein acknowledge my ſelfe to be | 
macbtedwnto your Lordſhip. It is now | 
your owe: oh [ct the /zght. and luſtre | 
of cuery beame therein, ſhine in your 
Perſon, and appearc'in your prat7i/e ; | 
thatto the glorie of God, the ioy of | 
your friends, and ſolace of your owne 
conſetence, Grace and Honour, Godlineſje | | 
and greatneſſe knowledge a ng fanttifi ca- 
tion, may be ſceneinyou amiably to 
embrace, and beuartifully to adorne one 
another, For when after a /ozg account 
you ſhall at the laſt come to calt 
vp your Summa otalis,you ſhall finde, 
that Godlnefſe will proue the greatef 
game, Grace the richeſt treaſure, and 
Gods fauour the higheſt honour. The 
Lord -witrhis fauorable countenance 
7 bleſſe 


good to recommend this Tewe/l ynto | 
j 
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a. AM. 6. Mt. Mr... 


Pſal.9h+13,'4 
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Tr Evpisris, &c. 


| bieſſe you and your werruous Lad), and | 
; Euery branch of your vie; that as 


4 the Lords plant t1mg you may Ry fAou:ith 


in Gads courtr , that branches be neucr | 
wanting to your ſtocke , nor frurt vito 
your brawnches, that men may lee that 
verified of your beak vire, Which | | 
the heathen man (id of his galdentree; 


Primo avulſs non arfeent alter | 
Anrens © ſimilt frondeſeu virgametalle. 


Buoburyin Cheſhire, /s/y 13.1614. 


Your Honours in all chriſtian 
dnty, to be commanded: 


Wilitan HinD?. 
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vpon the laſt Chapterof 


the PRovaEREs, 


(%") 
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Prxoverss Chap, 31. 

Verſe 1. The words of King Lemuel, 
the colleftion whirem his mother in- 
ſiruRted him. 

' Verſe 2. What my fonne ? and vphat | 
a ſonne of my wombe ? anda ſonne of 


my wowess 


OO ——— —_— 
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* Called alſo 


Batbſhus, 
| 1.Cbron,g.5 


- 


| isto ſhew, thatchildren ougheto be perſiva- 

| Rrengrhencd in chic dparine vvhich chey 

IN this Chapter, two things are egbe ob- 
ſer lf 


| the mother vnto Selewoy her ſonne. 
| ent cauſe. : Firfd by Bathfbebe the author, 
| mother of Salomon : And Sccondly, by 


\nall cauſe, whieh is, .charshe mother ſhould 


| dren, which is faithfully co retain the whol- 


————_— 
Ce 
Or_w_—— 


An Expoſition of he | 
rc. 


| chatit is the Childrens duty, firmely to 


caine in memery theinſtruQion, and pre. | 
cepts of their Parents, | 
The drift, and ſcope, of the ſecond verſe 


ded of the loue of theic Parents, to the end 
that they bee the better confirmed and 


eeach ther. 


ved : Firſtthe Ticle : Secondly, An Ex- 
hortation, and admonition of * Bathſpebs 


Therirte is deſcribed by a double cffici- 
which is-notcd by. her relatine; to wit, the 


Salomon the reporter, who allo isdeclared 
by another rclatiue; to wit, the title of | 
King.. Ic is further aifo deſcribed by the i- 


inftra&her ſonae Slomor. 
Afterwards is declared the duty of chil- 
fome precepes', and -admonicions of their 


Parents, 2nd rather: then they ſhould be for- 
gXen, to:cammic chem to writing, tothe 


| £29, rhac; chey may:incheir praRice of life, 


by. 


Cy hd —— 
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| 


vvhich are delivered to them by their Pa- 


| thoſe precepts, not for his owne vie onely ; 
bur alſo for the profic of the poſteritie of |: 
"the Church : So it behooueth children, | 
{ after they haue applicd them firſt to their | 
| owne vſe,to haue care toteachthem to their | 


children begotten by them. | 


to bee noted, the duety 
rall, andin fpec 
to bring vp. and infirudt their Children, 
| even their ſonnes in the feare of God, and 
to endewe them vvith lefſons and precepes, | 
which may beeof vie vncothem 4 nor one- | 
I» whilſt they are vader their nureuring, | 
| ——_ andouerfight : butalſomay 

e nceeffary 
the Gaming and goucrning 
| courſe of theiv life : and that cucn from 


| their *cradles which appearcth by her Jo. 
vingmanacr of moe toward him, calling 
{ Þ 


hw ith. hs ts 


I I IO 


by their decedes expreſſe them, for the obe- 
dience of children, dooth notſo much con- 
fiſt in bowing the knees to their Parents, in 
giuing them outvvarde honour and reve- 
rence, and inasking thcir bleſſing &c. as 
in obſcruing the leſſons, and inftruftions, 


| 


rents, 


And as Salome kept, 2nd preſerned 


In Bethjicbs the other efficient caulc is 
of Parents ingene- | 
all of mothers; which is, 


and. ptofitablevacochem for 
the vvhole 


him | 


— 


laft [heprer of the Prouerks, © 1 : 


ee 


Epb.E, 4 


I. Chron 28. g 
Exo.12,26,27 
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wy Expoſition of the = 


him Lemael, athing oblerued by mothers: | 
| their children , whilcſt they arc in their ten- 
| der yecres, 
| Thenicisalſo tobe noted in what things 
| Chiefly is ſecne the loue of parents, which is 
lawfull, ro wit, that by how much the more | 
; they lone their children, by ſomuch the more 
| plencifully and abundantly they ſhould en- 
tormethem in the feare of God, For whereas 
| Bethſheba held her ſonne Salomon moſt deere | 
vnto her, as doth very maniteſtly appeare by; 
the fourth chapter of the Proverbs, verſe 32 
| and by theſccond verſe of this chapter, ſhee. 
; did witneffe and teſtifie this herloue, by a | 
moſt diligent , and-religious education of 
him,contrary to that which parents and mo- 
thers(cſpecially in theſedayes) doc; which | 
doe expreſſe their loue to their children in 
cioathing them in gay apparell, feeding 
rhem with delicate meares, allowing them. 
greater liberty, and licencerf life, and by 
ouer much cockering ofthem, Which care 
x.cbro, 28.9, | as it is to bee vied towardsall children, fo 
Fes more. eſpecially towards thoſe of whom 
there is greater hope andexpeftation , that 
Gen.45-r.2, | they. ſhall oneday live inthe publike ſight | 
of men,andas it were in the face of the com- 
| mon wealth, and of the Chyrch. For,tharic | 
was knowne to Zathſbebs, that _— her 
onne 


a 


| FF, C hapter of the Pronerbs. 
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the former part of this Chapter. 

There followeth the ſpecch or admoniti. 
on of Bathſhebarhe Mother,to her ſonne Salo- 
' mon, which conſiſteth 1n two things. Firſt in 
[an inſinuating into fauour, ora foregarding 

of that which ſhee hath ro ſpeake, verſe 2. 
 Secondly,in che preceps ſhee giueth tohim, 
verſe 3. Andinthe whole chapter following. 
| Intheformer, Bathſbeba doth ir,that S4/-- 
mon might vaderſtand that he was only,and 
' moſt deerely loued of her:and therefore that 
| this her charge vntohim, poceeded from a 
moſt entire and feruent loue towards him. 

Hitherto belongeth her affeionate 
ſpeech ; whereby thee giueth him to vnder- 
ſtand, that her loue towards him was the 
greater, and that by the feryent, and loving 
affeion of her minde,ſhee would teach him 
more things , then by her words he could at- 


1 taine vRtO. 
From whence it is to be vnderſtood , that 


or private, from equals,or _— diligent 
hecdeis to bee taken , not onely that it doc 
| procecde from louc, burallo tharit may bee 
| B 3 madc 


lonne ſhould ſucceed in the Kingdome, it ap- 
peares 1.Xines 1.13. 17.4nd that Dazidhad 
threeorther lonnes borneto him by Barhſh:- 
" ba,it is manifeſt, 1.Chren.3.5.And hitherto of 


er ee ns 


ineucry inſtrutionor admonition, publike, | 


| 


1 


Verſe 2. 


—_ 


tt. 


| Ioſh.7.19, 


| : 
Gal.4.14.19- 


| 2-(01,11.17, 
| 2 Cote33.1 r 


= 


| 


| 'a&m& him wauld be bye loft andin vaine. 


eAn Expeſitionof the 
madc knawne vnto thoſe to whom ſuch a" 
monition 1s giuen, that they ge beloued of 
them , whoja regard of their office and ca]- 


ling, doetake vpon them to admonith and | 
inſtro&t chem.As alſo by how much the grea- 


—..4 


| 


ter, and harder thingsare giuen in charge, ir 
is meete that there bee ſo much the more 
plencifull,and morcabundent teſtimony de- 
 clared of their louc cowards them thar are 
 admoniſhed : Bur aboueal] things it is moſt 
commendable to leaue teſtimony of this 
 loue , wheregs more ſharpe medicines both 
of words and puniſhmentsarc applicd. 
Which thing eo any man that will apply 
his minde vato icmay caſily appcarcto hauc 
beene obſerued of the Apoaltle , both in the 
Epiſtle to. the Gelathiansas allo in the ſecond 
of rhe Conimhians : for as the Chyrurgions 
beforethcy minificr more ſharpe and biting 
| remedies, doe yle certaine leniciucs and mo- 
litiues :6.jn ſharpe correGion,a more plenti- | 
full teſtimnopy of laue(azic were a molitiue) | 
| aught 0 be ſet before. 
Whercas ſhee calleth him the ſonne of her 
| vowes, itappearcth that ſhee nor onely dei 
ecommended this matterto God, wirhque | 
whojy all hey paines taken tocnforme , and 


with Salowas for bis godly education, bur al- | 


But | 


CO—_— m—_ —_— 
a 


| laſt Chapter oftle Prourls, 


—_—_ 


| towards Salowos, and her pictic towards 


| Burwhereas ſhee vſed not prayers onely 
but yowes, and that not one, but many, ſhee 
did therein declare both her fingular lone | 


God. Furthermore it ought to giue comfort | 
and courage vnto pareats, that there is ſuch 
plentitull fruic of the mothers inſtruction, | 
prayers and yowes, as they by that means | 


may through Gods bleſfiag have a ſonne ex- 
celling both in piety , wiſdome, and glory. | 
Aud hicherco of che firſt part of her ſpecch, 
It followeth that we ſpeake of the inftru- 
Rions, which are of two lorts. Firſt of things 
to-bec{chewed, and auoided ; and (econdly, 
ofchings to be purſued and foll owed. 


_ 


— — 
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tu to wo- 
men, nor thy waies to theſe that deſtroy 
King. 


Verſe 3. Gize not thy fireng 
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Heſcopeanddrift of this Proucrbe, 


— 


is, b unding a gricuous loſle 
and N faiſkemens co terrific S«lowos | 


from filthincſſe, adiſlwaſion, ardchortarion 


from Ee 


AnExpoſition of. rhe T 


from filthy luſts, and the reaſon of this dil. | 
{waſion. Alchough I cannot accordingto my j 
vow endow thee with-lefſons and inftruti- 
ons, yet will I endeyour to doc whar I can 
therein, WEE | 
Peiides,the aptneſſeand pronenes of youth | 
to fall imo this ſinne,a Kingly ſtate,and con. | 
dition -doth many times kind'e flames of | 
uſt, and doth mimiſterhelpcs vntothem: as | 
Ex4.16.,8, | firſta bounctfull cable furniſhed with variety 
49. of delicates ; then his feruants, and thole | 
which are connerſane with him,who becauſe | / 
of theirnumber being of ſundry diſpolitions | 
there will not wantamong them ſuch as will ' 
be very forward andready- to flirrevp, and | 
| Griſtic che luſts of Kings, asappeareth. Gen. 
12.15-& 20.2.and 2,.Sam.1 1.3. 2.Sam.13. 
4.5. | 
But aboue all things, the greateſt ſpurre | 
and entiſement ro thisfinne, is the hope of | 
impunity , that there will be nonechatwill 
uniſh them accordingto thcir deſert, nor | 
that willſo much as dare to muttcr againſt 
them, or to ſay, Sir why hauc you donethis ? 
which if it were worthily weighed and con- 


 ffdered',oughero be a bridle vnto Kings, 
| keepe them backe, and reſtraine them from 
| thatvices--- 7 I | 
| - 'Fotafinuch as in negleRing-this duty of | 


admo- 


_—__—— 
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' medz(o cipecially in Kings, who doe more | 


| of th:ir Kingdomes, and thetruth of this 


— 


left Chapter of the Pronuerbs, 
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admoniſhing them their cſtare ſhould bee 


very dangcroi1s, conſidering that cucn D4- 


wad himſclfc,afterthe adultery he had com- 
mitted , did not by repcarance turne vnto 
God, before he was by the reprehenfion | 
of the Prophet 
_ of filchineflc, whereinto hee was fal- 
cn. 

The reafon-of this exhortation is draw- 
cn from the inconnenience enſuing, towit, 
thac by this vice, Kings, and Kingdomes 
are deſtroyed. Job ; 1.3-9.10.11.12. 

And as in priuate men, by this vice their 


 irength is infeebled, and made weake, the | 
| powers, and faculties of the minde, are ta- 


kenaway, and their whole eſtate is conſu- | 


gricuouſly offend, to the vtterouerthrow | 


(as i1 a moſt cleere glaſſe) is to be ſeene, 
Firſt in the Beriamites , who for the raui- 
ſhingof one woman, were almoſtrooted 
our, then in Danid who lacked little, bur. 
that he had loſt the Kingdome, both from 
himſclfc & his poſterity. Laſtiy,in Slomon, 
who notwithſtanding he was the richeſt 
man that cucr was , or will be, yet by his 
monſtrous and beaftly lufts,was brought 


| to that ſtare, it Ae” 2and cxatting great 


eri> | 


——_— 


_ drawen out of that | 


Prop. 22, 23, | 


Hof. 4:11, 


Pro. 7. 


Indg.10.46. 
led n1,3. 


26Sam, 11,10, 
I1, | 


IoKing 11.11, 


Nehb.13.26, 
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| 


| 


| 
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| + Kizg a '< ! cributes, andſublidics of his ſabicds , he 
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Bo ; An Expoſition of the 
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7,4 | gaue occaſion that ten tribes fell from his 
-onne. 
True itis, indeed, that theſe men did 

all of chem eſcape vtterdefiruftion , be. 
cauſe they repented, But if God ſo ſeuere- 
| Iy and ſharply puniſhed two whole tribes, 
and two Kings, ſo notable and famous for 
their piety: Where ſhal that man be tound, 
whole {innes he wil-ſpare. 


—— 


| 226 
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| 
| Verſe 4. Beit farre from Kings 0 Les 
mue]; be it farre from Kings to drink 
| - Wine, or Rulers the drfire of (frong 
arinke, 
Verſe 5, Leaft hee drinke and forget 
| the ordinance,andſo change the right 
of the children of affliftion, 
Verſe 6. Giue ſtrong drinke onto him 
that is ready toperiſh, and wine to 
thoſe that are grieued in mindt. b- 


| Verſe 9, Let bimarinke that hee may 
forget | 


—_ ad A 


| - lfc bapter of the Ararbe, g 


1 —— 


ber bis priefe no more. 


—_—. 


to inſtru and enforme Kings, and 

ſuch as are in authority, and rich 
men, concerning the lawfulland moderate 
| vic of wine. 

In the Lawe, many kindes of meates 
were forbidden vntoall men, and conle- 
quently vnto Kingsz but wee do not read 
of any kindes of drinkes that were there- 
by reſtrained, bur onely from certaine 

articular perſons. Nambers6. «VVhere. 
ore , at the firſt appearance it ſcemech 
ſomewhat ſtrange, and differing fromthe 
lawe which is hecre commaunded, and 
| the rather for that the drinking of wine.is 

here forbiddento Princes, towhom of all 


licacy is moſt iuſtly allowed, as wellfor 
that they are well furniſhed with meanes to 
| procurethem , as alſo faxthatdainties of | 
meatesand drinksare moſt it forthem, to. 

maintainetheir royall port ang Sign. D 
|  Whithcralſo may beadded; that they | 


forget bis pouerty, and may re mems- 


T comm & drift of theſe verſes is, | 
| 


others as in meates , ſo alſo jndrinkes, de | 


| | 


—— 


| being preſſed and overcharged with moſt | 


C2 ES waigh- 
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Rechro, 16,17 


Len.10,1,9 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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An Expoſitun of the 


waighty affaires, it ſeemeth they ſhonld 
chiefly be recreated, and refreſhed with 
ſach comforts of this life. But he which 
ſhall more thoroughly ſearch into theſe 
words, ſhall caſily percciue that the vic of 
wine is not heere forbidden, but the im- 
modcrate and cxcefſiue drinking of it; 
which as it is by the Apoſtle condemncd 
in all men Epheſ. 5. 15. Soin Kings itis 


moſt offeaſiue, asthoſe who both by their 


cxample do- moft-hure , andalſo for thar 
their wits confounded, and robbed with 
exceſle of winc, muſt needescauſecorrupt 
and falſe iudgement; for both iris an hin- 
derance to the finding our of iuſtice in 
ſuites, and ations z and alſo muſt ncedes 
drawe them into error in giuing ſentence, 
and indgement. 

Hereof itis that Selomen ſayth : Eccle/.10 
16. Vee onto thee o land whoſe King is achild, 
end whoſe Princes eate in the morning : and 
bleſſed art thous land , wohoſe King 1s the ſon 

Nobles , and ryhoſe Princes cate in time 
ou flrength, and net for drankenyefie. 

Hitherto, alſo, may beercferred that 
which is in the eench of Zewiticus; that by 
the onely favle of the fonnes of Arm 


bringing ſtrange fire vnto the alter there 
was 


| Iof Chapter o] the Promcrbs, 


wasalawe giuen of God , that the Prictts 
(lo long as they were in the Tabernacle, 
and Temple , and did miniftcr the holy 


| that there is amore ſparing and tri vſc 
of it,in the Miniſtery, than in the civill Ma- 
' giſtracie : To whom of all menthe drink- 
| ing of winc wasnener denied , as vatothe 


| Miniſters vnderthe laweat ccrtaine times, | 
| which ſeueritic of the Lavve, ſcemeth to 
| bee mitigated in the Miniſters ynder the 
| 


Goſpell 1.7 im.y. 23. 

But the excefle is deſcribed by the 
cauſc, viz. the deſire of vvine, and ſtrong 
drinke; for as of mony the vſc of it is nor 
forbidden , but the covering and loue 

of it; {o alſo of wine, not the vſc, but 
the defjring, and luſtingaftecr its by which 

immoderatc vic men fallroryor. 
It is alſo worthy the obſcruing , that 


immoderate vſe of yvine, by forgetting 
iudgement, and thar which is by the lawe 

relcribed , and thereby ſhe reacherh ,that 
6 the exceſſive 'vie of ftrong drinkecuen 
the skilfulleſt and moſt learned in the lawe, 
| doc twarue from equirieandinfſtice , tothe 


end,thac no man truſting co his owne +kil, 
f C3 and 


ſhee deſcriberth the diſcommodirie of the 


| things) ſhould not once taſte wine; fo that | 


| 
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- **4 24d redineſſe of his wit , ſhould aliowe | 
| humſelte che moreliberry in drinking : for, 
aithough wine doth not, preſently, take a- 
way the kffowledge of thelawez yer en- 
tring intorhe braine, irdocth (for atime) 
caulca forgerfulineſle of equity and iudge- 
ment, both in thoſe which, according to 
the lawe doe purpole to giuclentence, and 

alſo much morein thoſe which do not cn- 
| cline to iuſtice. 

Notwithfanding the continual! vſcof 
it, orabuſerather, doth altogether wea- 
kenthe minde, and vnderftanding: Itis al- 
ſo of no ſmal force ro diſwadeludges from | 
ouermuch drinking of wine, leaſt they 
change the judgement of choſe , which 
bring their cauſes before them;whom here 
ſhedorh call che children of afflition, by 
which manner of ſpeech ſhe (cemeth to 
mcane all choſe, which do bring iuſt cauſes 
in ſuite againſtothefs, for although they 
be placed in a digersdegrec of affliQion, 
and ſome'more then others are oppreſſed 
and overcharged with griefe; yer there is 
none which bringeth a good caule before 
aludge, but that hee isaffeted with gricte 
for ſome inivry. that is offered him ; but 
now with newe afflition to oucrcharge 
him, which was already grieued and = 

c 
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| bled with the ſvireirſelfe, is boch vniuſt, | 
| and cruell , and as in euery indgement, | 
| amoſt ſparing vie of wine isto bee obſer- | 
| ned, fo eſpecially in capitall matters, and | 
| matrers of lifeand death, | 
| Irisallorhedutyof Kings, and princes | 
| topfouide that thoſe which are great men: 
| inthe common weale, and doe irasIud- 
| geb,be nor giuen ro wine, and good Bath- 
| feebain this her cxhorration to her ſonne, | 
' with Kings doth ioine other Princes. | 
' Inthe6. and 7, verſes ſhee prooueth | 
/ by the contrary, that wine is not to bee gi- | 
| ven toKings,and Princes, becauleirisro | 
| be giuen to thoſe that are ready to periſh, 

and to ſuch as are hcauy in minde, to thoſe | 
that are employed in indgement rather 
thento Iudges, rather to theafflited then 
to ſuch as liuc in all plenty, andaboun- 
dance. 

Hereof was that laudable cuſtome a- 
mong the people of God, thata man dy- 
ing, his friends ſhould be by others inuited | 
roa banquet, andthatthere ſhould be gi- 
ven ghema cup of confolation 7er.16. farre 
otherwife then now is vſcd amonglt vs, 
whereas the widowes that are ouerchar-' 
ged with griefe forthedeath of their hus- | 


bands, doc makea banquet to their neigh- | 
A bours 
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 bors, and kinltolke, hercofalld (ir may be) | 
came that cuſtome,of making thoſe drinke, | 
| which are going toexecution, both among | 
vs, andamong the peopleof God, as may | 
be gathered by the ſtory of the lufferingsot * 
Chriſt: where ic may be demaunded, why | 
Mart5.23+ | Chriſt refuſed to drinke wine , when it | 
| was offered, contrary to that, which the ho- | 
ly ghoſt doth here.commaund by Bath- | 
-ſpebs, T he anſwereis , that for thelame 
caſe Chriſt rctuſcdro drinke wine , for 
the which it is hcrecommandcd; leaſt for- 
| gerting the torments and paines which 
he ſuftercd for vs, hee ſhould not pay the 
| uſt prize of our ſinnes, Whereforethat he 
might remember vs, he would forget him- | 
ſelke , neichcr would he give himlelfeli- | 
berty rodrinke wiac , before the punith- ' 
ment due vnto our fianes, wasquite taken 
| away and ſatiſhed, which @ught to teach 
' vs, that wce ought for the good of our 
neighbour,toabſtaine from wine, 1.Cor.8. | 
I3.Kom. 14-23. : 

But whereas it is not lawfull for choſe | 
thatarercady toperiſh', and ſuch asareaf- 
flitcdin minde, rodrowne themſelucsin 
| | drinke, to make themſelues ſenceleſſe and 
blockiſh, and yera moreliberall vic of wine 


is granted yntothem, then to thole ma 
Y 


i 
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firin iudgements ſcat, thereofir folowerh 
thar Kings muſt drinke more ſparingly, 


and Tudges,eſpecially going to (it in iudge- 


7 


ment. 
Hitherto of thoſe things which are for- 


follow ſuch things as are commaunded, 


weale, ora private family, whereof the firit 
15 handled in the two next verſes, thc other 


in the chaptcrfollowing. 


A 
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—_ i _— 
— — — . 


Verſe 8. Open thy mouth for the 


| © * dumbein the canſe of all the children 


of deffrution , 

Verſe 9. Openthy — righte- 
ouſly, and tudge the cauſe of the poore 
and nedie. 


—_—_ 
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He ſcope anddrift of chele verſes, 

| isro declare, that wee ought to 

take vpon vs the defence, as of all 

men, ſo cſpccially thoſe that are deſtieute 
ofhelpe. : 

Ir is the duty of a iuſt andan vprighc 

D ludge 


bidden , and of the negative precepts there | 


which doc either conccrnc the cemmon 
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| Indgeto rake care for ali men, and to be ag | 

| itwerea naile in-2 wall, whereupon may | 

| be hangcdall veſſels , as well cups asother | 

| implements and vten(1ls : but there ought | 

; to bea more ſpeciall, and chicte care had 
| of thoſe, who tor their impotency, cannor, 
' ordare nut fojlow their ivſt caule,ot which 

| 1/« 1,23. | fortare widdowes,orphancs or pupils,and | 

ler, 5,28, | ſtrangers- | | 

' Andfortharcauſc yee ought to imitate 

| Godthe moſtiuſtIudge , whoprofeſſeth | 

| £x0.2,21,22, | thimſelfero be the God of the widdow, of | 

Zach-719, | theorphante and ſtraunger ; that by how | 
| much the ncerer ſuch a one is to ruine, and 

oucrthrow ; ſo much therarher ſhould he | 

| feele expericnce of the Tudges helpe , for | 

the maintenance of his cauſe, | 


[[a.21,2 33 24, 


lam.1,'7. 


Hercof itis which 79b ſaith, thathe pnir- | 
chaſed the blcſling of him that was ready | 
to periſh, ro come vpon him, and that he | 
cauſed the heart of the widdow ro ing. 


forioy , that he deliacred the afflied fa- | 
therleſſe , and him that had no helper. 70b. 
29.13. 13. IF. That he wascycs torhe 
blinde,feere to thelame,cthe which Bath/he- | 
ba doth here command, when ſhee biddcth | 
to openthe mouth forthe dumbe. 

Yct ſhall hee not ſo fauour the poore 1n 
his cauſc ; thar he giuelentence on his fide | 
in | 


_—— 


_—— 
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| inawrongfull matter: forſoitisin the law 


«cknowledged in law, ina wrongfull mat- 


good, the ivdge thall-nor.onely giuc len- 
tence on his ſide, but (hall allo take his cauſe 
in kand, and pleade for him. 

Inthe former part of the chapter, hauc 
beene handicd things belonging to poli- 
cle and publike goucrnement, there follow 
ſuch thingsas belong to a priuate family, 


thereſt of the booke : but morcouer allo 
framed with greater skill and labour, eucr 
verſe beginning in order >ÞAlphaberically, 
and thatfor no other purpolc: bur thar e- 
ucry verſe being diligently and carcfully 
weighed and conlidercd, may be the more 
faithfully retained in memory : for it 15 rc- 
quifice tharthe holy ghoſt ſharp: ning his 
ftile , we ſhould the more apply our wits 
and mindes vato It : that he 1>ic were po- 


| liſhing and refining his fpcech , weought 
| ro haue Oureares the more attentive vNto 


it : finally,chatheas ic were {crcing an edge 
vypon his words, we oug it fo much the 


| rather to labour that n!» part of them doc 


elcipc vs. 


D 2 Further 


: . . A , ' 
elcribed, that the poore man is not to be res poof 


Wherein firſt is tobe obſerued the man- / 
ner of the tpeech, not onely = poeticall, as ' 


| 


; 
[ 
j 


ter;as on the contrary patt, if his cauſe bee | 


I9 


Exod. 23,3. 


A.,B.that is to 
ſay in the ori» 
einill or he- 


| b ew- 


J 


| 
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Furchermore, we are by this ipecch ang 
charge taught, that eucry.one as he is ſet in 
higher placein the Commen-uwealch, an 
in the Church, by ſo much more carefuily 
he 1s to cndeuor, that in the choiſe of his 
wifc he& take great heed, that hee march 
himiclfe with one moſt fic for him, For, 
- henceitis the holy Ghoſtdoth here er be. 
forc vs, what manncr of woman a Prir,ces 
Les.21314 | wife oughtto bee. Henceal(o it was, that 
heretofore the lawe did (et downe, what 
manner of wife the high Pricſt oughtto 
have, and did limir her la more C:raight 
bounds, 

And kna'ly, hence it is thatthe Apo- 

tle dooth namely and expreſ]y ſct forth, 
| with what verrues it is neceſſary the wiuc: 
1, Ti8,3,2t! | of Biſhops ,and Deacons, ihould beendu- 
ed and adorned ; which I conotremem- 
bcr to have beene performed by the ho'y 
Ghoſt, in any other ſort of men. Where- 
by, what isthe driftof this ſpeech , x may 
calily appeare : to wit, that Barkfpeba had 
reſpe& to this, to teach and intormeher 
ſonne Salomon, what manner of woman he 
ought ro begge of God in his praycrs for 
his wife, and himſclfe ought carefv]ly and 
diligently to ſecke after : and eſpecially, 
for that the firſt and principal thing which 
Kings | 


Ek 44,32 | 
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Kings are wont toJooke intois, the beaus- | 
tic and nobilitie of their wives. And more- | 
| over allo, that cuery woman, maide, or | 
| wiſe ſhould vſe this asaglaſle, wherby ſhe | 
| may examine the beauty and deformity of | 
tier mind, thatfor her good ifts ſhee may | 
bee thankfull ro God; and contrariwile, | 

may bewaileand corre her deformities, | 


FIT 


| 
| 


| 


Verſe 10, Whoſhall finde a woman of 
firength, for her price ts farre aboue 
the {arbuncles,or Rubies. | 
Verſe 11. The heart of her husband. 
truſleth in her, and hee (hall not haue | 
need of [poles 
' Verſe 12, She doth him good, not eu, 


all the dayes of bus life. 


He ſcope & drift of theſe verſes is, | 
4s allo of thoſe that follow vnto 


I the 2 8. to (et forth vnto vs the ver- 


tucs ofa good wife, 
And theſe vertues arc, firſt of all, briefe- | | 


If ly comprehended inthe 10.and 1 1,verſcs: 
D 3 Afﬀtcr- 
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j Pſal.ro1,2, 6 


| :ſeeke after, both by himſelfe, and his 
| friends fearching-into eucry corner of his 


difficultic and hardneſle to find her: which 


-theikingdome + much more wives, which | 
are 'tOyncUin -a moreſtcaighrand 1nutola- 
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afrerward they arc more largely expreſſed, 
Andinthe 10.verſc ſheis expounded to be | 
deſcribed by a general property : then arc 
reckoned vp the vertues, which are more 
proper to the mother ofthe family, which 
are divided into two parts, her duty to- 
wards the pcrſon of her husband,, and to- 
wards rhe wolec family tothe 2 5,verſe, | 

Afterwards arc rehearſed, the ver- | 
tuzs which are common both to godly | 
men, and godly women, from rhe 25. to | 
rhe 28. verfe. Soas inthis verſe, compo. | 
fed with ſuch skill , there are twothings | 
contained ; firſt the cxccllenc vertue of a 
woman tothe 28. verſe : afterward, the re. | 
ward of the ſame tothe end of the booke. | 


| And hercommendation is firſt ſer forth by | 


her rarcneſle, which is concluded by the 


difficulty is declared by a queſtion; W'ho 
ſhall finde her ? By which queſtion ſhe doth 
plainly declare, that ſuch a woman as heic 
isdeſcrfbcd, the King ought diligently to 


kingdome. 'For if farxthfull ſeruanrs arc 
to bee ſought for fromche vemoſt parts of 


ft 
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ble band: for which cauſe, we [ce that 2 | 

| brabam (ent his ſervang vnto another coun- | 

| try,totake a wife for his ſonne 1/aac. And | 

| if 4ſuerus forthe beauty ofa woman, did ; 

| cauſe all his kingdome to bee ſought and | 

| ſurneyed : How much more aught Chri- | 

fttan Princes to fecke her for her vertue. 

Andit wee fhall well examine the marter, 

| this is one and achictecaule of this rare- 

| neſſe; becauſethere are ſo tew men which 

| doc ſeeke afrer ſuch women, Forit they 

| were ofcentimes, and of many men fought 

| for, no doubt but there would be greater 

| plenty of ſuch women, But now, when 

| women doe confiderinthemſelues, that 


Lemma 


vertueand picty is not regarded, but beau- 
| xy, nobility and riches; and chatit onely 
they hauc them, they plcaſertheir wogers : 
Therfore are they ſo carcfull for them, and | 
doc fer thcir reſt vpon them, VWhereof | 
alſo itis, thatthechictecarcof Parcnes is, 
ro make them moſt beautiful, & moſt rich; 
altogether neglecting picry and good hul- 
wifcric. Howbcit, inthcir words, there 1 
fo great vanity , in their countenance lo 
deepe difſembling , and in their manners, 
(forthetime) ſo much counterfaiting and 
| hypocriſic , that no man (alchough ofthe 
| ſharpeſt wit} isablero iudge ſoundly,and 


poem! 
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perteAly of them. Wherefore they which 
doetake this in hand, truſting vato their 
ownc wit , remoſt groflely deceived, vn- 
eſſe the helpe of God ( firſt craued by 
praier} doeproſper and giue good ſucceſle | 
vnto their labors. Wherefore Sz/omen in a- 
nother place ſaich,that 7nberitance s left vn- | 
to children by their Parents, but 2 prudent wife | 
6 the gift of God : And in Eccleſiaſtes making 
mention of the great miſchiefe of a wicked 
woman, he ſaich, that he which is goodin | 
the ſight of the Lord, is delivercd from 
her , buc thatthe finner is ſnarcd by her, 
Shee is further deſcribed by another ad-_ 
ivnAot her price, which is often wontco 
ariſefrom the former rarecneſſe, for thoſe 
things which are rare aregood, and that 
which is rare is deere. But her price or 
worth is ſet forth by a comparilon of the 
leſſer, ro wit, of carbuncles, not one, but 
many : vvhichalſo is amplified by a com- 
pariſon of the greater,for be doth not only 
ſay , thather valucisa aboue carbunclcs, 
butthar itis faraboue them. Soas it ſhould 
ſeeme. an vniuſt thing ro bring them in 
compariſon together , and as ir were 10 
weigh them together in balance. 

That wife therefore may bee ſufficiently 


CO —_ 


endowed, which is well nurture 5 and that 
not 


A 
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! notonely becauſe vertue of icſelfe is a cer. 
 raine treaſure, but becauſe God doth moſt 
commonly follow ſuch a woman, with the 
bleſſing of riches.Bur the iudgment of men 


is farce otherwiſe : for excepta woman be 


endowed cither vvitha great ſtocke , or 
large rents, ſheeis no more cftcemed for 
her piety, thena flint, or any other con- 
temptible ſtone vvhich licth abroad in the 
ſtreets and high-vvaics. But vyhat things 
are here ipoken of a woman of ſtrength, 
the ſame may auo by a little turning of the 
word , bee fitly carricdand applicd vnto 


ſuchaman. 
After that he hath generally deſcribed 


this excellent woman, he deuideth her du- 
ty into rwo parts, whereof the former is 


| concerning her ducty towards her (hul- 


band, the other towards the whole family. 
Both which being briefly comprehended 
in this verſe , are aftcrwards morelargely 
vnfolded. And thatwbich concerneth the 
former, doth ſceme ratherto belong ro the 
praile of the husband , then of the wife. 
For it is the commendation of the hul- 
band to truſt his wife , -not to be ouer tca- 
lous towards her , neither to ſuſpect hcr 


faithfulnefſe cowards him : which many 
men doe , who vndeſeruedly doe-ſaſpect 
E 
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|'their wiues. But hee. which ſhall more 
throughly enter into-this matter , ſhall 
findeit rather to bee referred to the prai(. 
ofthe wite :-Forheteacheth, that ſo great 
and ſo abſolutely perfett is her faithfulne , 
both in words and behaviour, alone, and 
in company, that her husband may ſurely 
reſt vpon her : For it is otherwile with this 
woman , then- with: that which is ſpoken 
of otherwhere. Whercof alſo that doth 
appeare, that it is not ſufficientthat wo- | 
men doekeepe themſelues chaſte , and vn- 
rouched of vicious men. vnleſſe alſo they 
be of that integrity and vprightneſſe, that 
they miniſter not ſo much as the leaſt oc- | 
caſion of ſuſpition. For you may ſee many | 
wotnen ,. which: although ſometimes they 

be farre fromthe crime of adultery , not 
onely ina, butalſo inconſent; notwith- 
Randing by reaſon of theirgeſture and be- 
hauiovur,. they ate not free from all markes: 
and notes of immodeftie. Wherein the 
ſincerity of elder times may condemnethe 
looſenefle of this age: whercas by the ſpor- 
ting onely of 1/a<cwith Rebecca, their ma- | 
. riage-(contrary to that which they preten- 
ted) was conieQared : which is ſo much 
the more worthy the noting, in as mach 
| as it was not lawtull for the brother to 


5 7 ſpore | 


P 
- | Rebeeca by the aduiſe of her husband., had 


' | rents with their children , and Fathers in 


| duery is pro 


| forth by likning her to thoſe, which having 


there is in this faithfulneſſe 


laft {hapter of the Prowerbs, 


ſport with his owne ſiſter. For whereas 


carried her ſelfe as 7/azes fiſter , and 1/aac 
had carried himſelfe as Rebecraes broth er, 


this (porting diſcouered. Amongſt pro- 
phane heathen in times paſt, ſuch great ho- 
nefty of manners was obſerucd , that it 
was accountedan vahoneſtthing, for Pa- 


law with cheir ſonnes in law , to be bathed 


together in one bath. 
But how much good and quietneſſe 


of the wife , whereby the hasbandis free 
from all ſuſpicion of diſhoneſty, may bee 
eaſily diſcerned by the contrary cormene 
of ſuch men, as are vexed withthe ſpiric 
of icalouſfic. Andthis by a lictle turning 
| of the words, may be drawnetothe due- 
ty ofthe man towards his wife. The other | 
viding for her familic, and it | 
is declared by the effect of a woman of | 


ftrength,co wit, procuring ofplenty ;, elpc- 
peithr: houſhould furnitere,, which is ſet 


.obcained the victory, and (laine their ene- 


the counterfeiting of them both , was by | 


tt 


chaſticy | 


————— 


mics : doe bringthe ſpoiles home to their | 
houſes, By which OI Ty: | 
2 
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| thatſheedorhby her labour and induſtry 
helpe very much x for the maintaining of 
their eſtate. But hercof more ſhall be | Þ0- 
bs” ken in thereſt of the Chapter. 
| Uerſet3. He afterwardsreturneth tothe deſcrip. 
| tion of her duety towards her husband, 
| which firſt is propounded by the effec, 
thatis , that fhee will doe good vuto her 
tusband 3 which is amplificd by denying 
of rhe contrary.By which manner of ſpecch 
he declareth that ſhee will doe nothing, 
but that which ſhall be good and commo- 
diousvnto him , for ſhce is given him of 
Gen.2,18, God fora helper. He teacheth therefore 
chat ir is the part.of agood wile, toplcaſe 
her busband in all things, ſo farre as it may 
agree with; the duty ofa good and godly 
woman: for it for his' good{hee doth ſome- 
times rhart which may diſpleaſc him , ſhec 
| doth nortagainſt her dury; | Hithertochere- 
fore ſhee ought ro bend her cndeauor, that 
thee may be praiſed withoutall exception. 
Buttherearcto bee fonnd many women, 
of whom ir is ſaid, ſhee'isa faithfulland 
chaſt woman, but yera froward peece, ſhee 
is a good wife,but carſt,and ſomewhat too 
talkatwe,and baſty ro anſiwere. Butof this 
_ | womanicisgenerally ſaidzthartheeis loial!, 
| gentle, & pertc&inencry:tuſt & good duty. 


Aﬀer- | 


| 
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Afterwards this duty is am plificd by 
the adiun of the length of time ; that is 
to lay, all the daiesgf bis life, Iris growen 
roacommon Prouerbe amongſtvs, to call | 
the firſt moneth aftermariage, the hony | 
moon: Wherby, men wil ſhew that the be- 
ginnings of mariageare pleaſant, bur that 
there follow after many bitter yeeres. By 
{ another ſtmilitude alſo, they docompare 

the toy of a widow deſiring mariage, toa 
fre of thornes, which aftcr a ſhort Bi2ze is 
preſently put oat and quenched. But this 
duty of a godly woman is not comprehen. 
dcdin lefſerhen chewhole life of time. For 
fhe will not onely do good to her husband | 
whileſt he is young , but when heis old al- 
ſo, not only iwhcalth, butalſo in fickneſfle, 
| not only in profperitie butalſo in aduer(t- 
tic, And theſe dutics are alſo to be perfor- 
med: of che husband toward his wite, and | 
ſo'much the more grievoufly doth hce of- | 
fend, if hee (warue from his dutie , in as 
much as God hath made him more ſtrong; 
and furniſhed himwith greater gifts, © 


D — 


A 


An Expoſition of the 1 


— 


Verſe 13. She ſeekerb wool! andflaxe, 
and worketh it according to the wil. | 
lingneſſe of ber bands. 

Verſe 24. Shee js like the ſhips of the 
Merchant : Shee fetcheth ber foods 
from farre. 


| Verſe 15, eAnd riſeng vbile itis yer © 


night, ſbee gineth the portion tober 
bouſe , andthe ordinary to ber maids. 


Verſe 16. She thinketh of a feld;which 


ſhe taketh, of the fruites of her hand 
ſhe plamteth a Vineyard, 


———— 


Hiscare for proniding of wooland 

faxe, ſeemeth little to agroe with 

the wife of Salomon, ſo magniticent 
a Kingz for whom it ſhould ſcemeto bee 
more fit, to becarefull todeckandetrimme 
her ſelfe by .che glafle, chat her beaunc 
might be the more gracious, andplcaling 
vntothe King : bur eſpecially, it ſeemeth 
rodiffermuch from the roialldignitic, and 
Princely maieftic, thax ſhe ſhould with ker 


owne 


—— — 


| 


| meates for her m—_— 
ficke. Inthis ourage, 
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owne hands handle the diſtaffe ; andasit 
followeth after in the 19, verſe, that ſhee 
ſhould pur her hands to the wheele, & her 


ſhould ſufficiently diſcharge the dutic of a 
mother ofa family, if ſhe do cauſe her mais» 
densand ſcruants to doe this. But howſo- 
ever things may ſceme ro vs andour car. 


| nallivudgement, iudging of duty according 


tothepreſent ſhewe ; notwithſtanding the 
wiſedome of God hath thought this to a- 
grce with che Maicſtic of the greateſt Prin- 
ces, that they ſhould exerciſe themſclues 
both in theſe, and otherdutics belonging 


to women. 
Wee read of Sears, who becing agreat 


dreſſed meate. Of Rebecrewee read, how 
by her cunning in cookery, ſhe was able to 
counterfait meates, to cauſe that to-ap- 
re to be veniſon, which indeed was got. 
Of T hamar the Kings daughter, how ſhee 
was ſo well praRticed in cookery tharſhce 
was able to make daintie and pleaſanc 
faining himſclfe 
any woman be of 
morenoble birth , or haveriches aboye 0- 
thers, their manneristo bee ſo proud and 
diſdainefnll, that they thinkenoching may | 
beſeeme 


ai 
re g—_ 
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hands hold the ſpindle. Foritſeemeth ſhe * 


Princeſſe, yer ſhee kneaded dough, and. 


3I 


Gen. 19,6 * 


Gen,27, 9,17 


2.548; 13, 5; 
6,9 
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beſceme their grearneſſe; bur whatisio.. | 
ned with notable idlenefſe, and ceafin®! 
from all honeſt buſtaeſſe, they may hen. 
dic nothing which may make thrir hands 
hard, do nothing which may impairetheir | 
beauty, Ic apycarcth by holy Scriptures, | 
| that Sara and Kebecea, cucn intheirolde | 
' age kept the traces and features of their 
| beaurie they had- in their youth : and ther- 
| forc no doudt but they hada care tocon- 
tinuc their beauty,that they might be moſt 

gracious and pleaiing to their husbands : 

 buccharthrough this care ot their beauty, 
they did ceaic from all honcſt labour and 

bulincſſe; ir ncicher can agree with their 
duty, nor with thole excellent vertucs 
whcrewith they were endued. Bur if to 

Princeſles and honorable women, it benot 

allowed to be idle,and to ccalc from honeſt 

buſineſſe (whereas they notwithſtanding, 

in regard of the weakeneſle of their (exe, 

both are and ought to bee favoured abouc 

others): can it bee jawſall for men to take 

vnto them this licence to lige at their plea- 

ſure, without any imployment. Wherein 
| the men of our age doe more grieuoutly 
,offend chen thewomen. For what manis 

| 'there chat hath rents and poſſeſſions above | 


| 


the common ſort , which by this mm 
| | *oþ 


: ! . 
— MM 


—__© —_— 
i 


| 


i 


| giuc himſclfe-to all looſenes of minde, ſpen 
| 


g— 
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falneſſe of Gad cowards him , doth nor 
| thinke himſelfe freed and dilcbarged from 


; 4] honeſt imploymenc : ſoas hee thinketh 


| heis in good tate, if abſtaining from doing | 


wrong to others , he doc in the mcane time 


ding his time both in hunting, hauking, and 
other pleaſures of this life. Furchcrmore 
whereas (hee doth her ſelfc ſreke wool! and 
flaxe, nor ſtaying cill they ſhould be proui- 
ded by her husband : hereby is let forth her 
readineſſe to labor. whichis proucd by the 
words following; for whereas he ſaith, that 
ſhee doth theſe things according ro the wil- 
lingnefſe of her hinds , hee doch thereby 
teach , that ſhee doth readily and cheere- 
fully goe about her worke , whereinabouc | 


all things her ftrengrh is declared. For ſuch | 


things as are laid vpon vs byreaſon of our 
calling, ought to be done mernly and wich 
a cherefull minde, for like as the ſanne like 
a giant doth gird ir ſeife , that it may in 24. 
hourcs runne his whole circuit about the 
world ; fo likewiſe ought wee to ſtirreand | 
raiſe vp our ſeives to that worke, which 1s 
laid ypon vs. Men therefore { which hauc 
a minde of more courage, and are of greater 


ſtrength of body ) may becaſhamedto lye | 


| 


Þ arc 
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| downe vader the burden of ſuch labors, a5 


| ' An Expeſits on of the 


arc enioyned them. And tkis cherefulneſſe 
is therefore propounded , that he may ſhew 
that thereby the worke is the more eaſily 
and ſpeedily diſpatched, 

| Iristhough that the wife hath ſufficient- 
lie performed her duty , if thee doc afely 
preſcruc and keepe thole things which her 
husband hath brought in- Burt the holy 
Ghoſt ceacherh vs, that iris the wiucs duety 

to provide thole things wherewith the fa- 
mulic is fed , and not ſucketings oaely as 

are ncercat hand, but whichallſo are brought 

from farre countries : from whence hce 

 fheweth., that (hee fercherh them in mar- 

chants ſhips;becaulc (hee bringeth her foode 

from farre, Vhercinſeemerh ſome doubt, 
howa woman. being by nature andcalling, 

| limited to keepe home, ſhould fetch her 

foode from farre, VWherero I an{were,that 

ſhee fercheth her foode from farre , not by 

travelling into forraigne Countries, or pal- 

ſing the ſeas, but by ſending the workes of 
her hands into ſtrange Countries , from 

whence ſhee may receaue cither Corne or 

other marchandize in exchange; and chole 

things which at home are not to be had,ſhee 
may fetch from.other places commodiou- 

ſlie. Bux thoſe things, when they are {po- 

kenof the Queene,, what woman is _ 
, whic 


} 
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which ought in regard cither of her ons, 
or her husbands honour, to bee freed from 
the duty of procuring thoſe things which | 
may be of vſc, not onely for her lelfe, but for! 
the nouriſhing alſo of her whole family, So; 
as not the leaſt part of the pompe and mag- 
nificence of the King, may ſeemeto depend | 
onthe prouidence and /abour of his wife and | 
Princeſlc: by which meancs allo commeth 
great freedome vnto the ſubicts, from tri- 
| butes, taxes, ſubſidies, and other exaRions, | 
Wee reade that among(t ſome prophane 
| heattien people , the revenues of a whole | 
ner hath bcencallowed tothe Kings & 
mperors wiues,to buy them pins & trifles. | 
And in this ourage, women of noble pa- 
rentageand degree are {o prodigally ſumps- | 
tuous, that for the maintenance of their | 
pompe , thcir apparell, their attendance, | 
and thcir delicates, they are forced to make | 
| hauocke of their inheritance, as if they were 
| borneand made forthe waſting and conſu- 
ming of the fruites of the carth, Hereof | 
commeth the pilling and ſpoiling of their 
Citizens, enhaunſing ofrents and fines of 
their tenants and Husbandmen, which till 
the ground. 
Shce is further deſcribed, by an adiunt 
| of her watchfnlneſſe, and raking. little fleep : 


f 
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| Verſe 15, 
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For, her mind being buſicd about her houſe. 
hold affaires, doth not (uffer her to uer- 
ſlcepe her ſcIfe ; but like a watch, dooth a- 
| wake her bcrimes. 
| Many women thereare, which although 
they giue rhemlelues much ſleep, being nar- 
withſtanding once wakened and raiſed, they 
A do with great readines & diligence dilpatch 
buſineſſe of the houtc, and in that reſpe& 
they arc praile-worthy. But this womihere 
| deſcribed by the holy Ghoſt, doth notonly 
| merrily. and chcerefully buckle her (elje to 
| dilpatch her matters, but doth alſo þctimes, 
and carly ſct her hand to herworke, Hea- 
then people and firangers.from God could 
ſee, that the Governour of the Common- 
wealth and the Covncellor, ought notto 
fleepe the whole night : Bur.che holy Ghoft 
requireth thts cucn in the mether, of a fami- 
ly, that ſhee ſhould rife before the night be 
ſpent. Truc it is indeed, that is ſaid in the 
104. Pſalme, that man gocth forth co his [a- 
bor ar the ſun-riſing : but this isno lerat all, 
bur thar thole 1 hings which are to be done 
1m the houſe, as well of men,as womcn,may 
be begun before day. For they cannot by 
the helpe ofa lanthorne doe thole things 
; Which arc to bce doneabroad , and inthe 
h:1d : whereas notwithſtanding the ruings 
at 
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| at home may beediſpatched by the candles 


light. Bur if ir doe not well beſceme a 
woman of ſtrength to ſleepe till day light; 


| how ill may ir belecmealuſty nian,, which 
hath the ſtrength of his limbes. And what 
things arc in the (1xe Chapter, and in ſundry 
other places layde to the floathfull mans 


charge, the ſame no doudr, inlike manner, 


may krly be obicted to floathfulland idle 
women. 
| This vigilancie or watchfulnefſe he deſcri- 
beth by a double end, whereofthe firſt is, 
thar ſhec,giuerh ro her whole family their 
foode, and that according to the [exc and 
degree ofthoſe which are of the family: for, 
it hath been before ſayd ia the 27. Chap. & 
26. 27. verſes, thatthere is one kinde of diet 
for the men {eruants,another forthe maids, 
one diet alſo for {Jaues, another for frec- 
men, one forrhoſe thar are ſtrong, another 
for ſuch as are weake, one for the whole, a- 
nother for the ſicke. The other end is that | 


ſhe letreth her maides and waiting ſcruants 
their taske : where isto be noted , that ſhee 
is carcfull for foode forthe whole family, 
bur not thar ſhe doth therefore appoint the 
men ſeryanes their worke ( which belo 

gcth ro her husband ) but onely ro hermai-| 


dens. | 
Fg The 
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| Then itis further to be noted, that ihe | 
| giueth foode, and that ſhe appontcth the 
| workes, andpreſcribethboth the portion 


| and the raske, For there are women to be | 
, found which doe appoint worke cnough, 
| and more then cnough, but docailow but | 
\ a (mall portion. Others there are which | 
| docallow plecatic of toode, but haue ſmall 
| care of the performance of their worke: 
; neither of theſe is to approued, neither of | 
| them is free from danger; for the one be- | 
wraictha baſcneſſe and vileneſſe of the 
minde, the other bringeth pride and ar- | 
'rogancie, Her diligence and watchfulneſſe 
is further declared by the effe&,to wit, that * 
ſhe conſidercth a field, which ſhe purcha- 
ſerch and planterh with vines. Foro farre 
is ſhe from diminiſhing the Kings rents, as 
ſhedoth rather enlarge them. Proverb. 1 4. 
Itis ſaid of a woman of ſtrength,thar ſhe | 
buildeth her houſe:which is amplified by the | 
contrary. And this isa verie orderly thing, | 
that to the end ſhe may builde a houle, ſhe 
doe firſt ſer her-minde to buy a fielde, For 
therale is good of them, which ſay there is | 
leſſe profit in a houſe withouta-fielde,then 
a fielde without a houſe. Whereto allo be- 
!ongeth the counſell of Salomon, Prepare 


| thy worke without : and make ready that __ 
7 | tho u 
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thou haft in the field, that afterward thou maiſt 


39 


buil1a houſe. 


Morcouer, hercisto be obſcrued, that: | 


ſhe doth not firſt prouide her (clfe of plea- | 


fntand delightful things, but thoſe things | 


whcrwith theſe are maintained. 


Verfe 17. She prratth her loynes with 


| Verle 18. Shee feeleth that her Mer- 


| 


frength, and ftrengtheneth her arms. 


chandiſe ts good : her light 1s not put 
out by niobt, 

Verſe 19. Sheputteth her hands to the 
wheel,andher hanas bold the (pindle. 

Verle 20, Shee flretcheth forth her 
hand to the poore , and putteth forth 
ber banas to the needle, 

Verſe 21, She feareth not ber family 
for the ſnowe : for ber whole houſe- 


holde is cloathedurvith double rat- 


ment, 


T —e——— 


Ere firſt of all , is propounded to 
H* conlidercd, her continuall and | 
> 4 ynceſſant labor to-procureriches | 
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| vnto the 20 verle : then doth he adde, tor 
what vic ſhe getteth wealth vnto the 24. v. 
Inthe former part are contained two ef. ; 
fe&s ofa woman ol ſtrength, and a cauſe 
of the effets. The effe&s are comprehen- 
j dedin the 17.19.and latter part of the 18. 
verſe. And che caule of theſe effects 15 de. 
clared inthe former part of che 18 vette, 
Firſt ofall thereforea man may here aske 
how this manner of ſpecch which is here 
attributed to a woman, thar ſhe grideti 
her felte with ſtrength, and ſtrengcheneth 
her armes, may ſtand with the glory of 

| God, foraſmuch as that which is proper to 
God alone ts caricd toa woman. For cucn 
?/4.18,33,34 | Kings themfelues.are alrogethcr without 
35 ſirength,ſauing that God doth gird them 
with might, whereof being depriucd, pre- 
ſencly che become weake and teeble. Surc 
it1s that the ftreageh of the body, (cucn 
as cuery good gift)commeth from God 
aboue, in whom we live, doc moue,and 
haue our being yer ſo notwithſtanding, 
as God doth nor exclude our endeauour, 
no not ſo much as in the worke of (antti- 


1amn.1, 


; 
| | 
| A728 kcation : much leſle in the worke of this 


1,7im,$,16 


' 04.4,5,$,9,10. | lite, for the per for Mance w hereof,there IC» 


| maineth nor ſo great ſtrength after che 
| blor of finne. And firſt of all ſhe may __ 
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| be faidto gird her loincs and herarmes with 
| ſtrength , for that ſhee excerciſeth her (clfe 
and her body with labor': foras by idlenes & 
| ſlochfulnes the ſtrengrh is enfeeblcd in ſome 
ſort, as yron vnuſed is eaten with ruſt, ſo by 
moderate excrcile the ſtrength is increaſed & 
augmented. Hereofis it that husbandmen & 
laborors having their health, the flothfull & 
ſluggiſh are opprefled with ſundry diſeaſes. 
Furthermore in another rcſpe ſhee may 
well bee ſaid to ſtrengthen her loines , and 
her armes , for that ſhee conceiucth great 
hope eo perfc theſe things which ſhee ta- 
| keth in hand. For the reare many which of 
a faint-hartedneſſc and baſe diſpaire of their 
minde , dare not enterpriſe any excellent 
thing; or hauing begunne it, outofan opi- 
nion of difficulty to finiſh that which they 
haue imagined ro themſelues, doc calt it out 
of their hands vnexpeted. So comes it ro 
paſſe, that through a vileand baſe feare, and 
| diſtruſt, they doe as it werclay bands ypon 
themſelues , and bcing fettered hand and 
foote, they become vnfitand vnable for any 
notable worke , wherein there apperreth a- 
ny ſhew of difficulty. Hercof the {ſraclites 
ſetting before themſelues the height of the 
wals ofthe land of Canaan, & the taulnes of | 


the men, \reicRting alll hope of vanquiſhing 
X 'G that | 
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Numb.13.3z. | that Country beganne to thinke of ictur- 

Veit. ning into Egypt. | 
This cowardneſle and balenefle of minde 

in thoſe , that bclong ynto the Kingdome | 


of Hcauen is greater, foralthough therearc | 


ſome, which haue found the way and life ve- | 
ry calie z yct many allo are ſo diſcouraged | 
with the difficulty thereof, that they wiil not ' 
once enter into this courſe. Which thing is 
manifeſtly declared in the words of Hoſes, 
Deat.30.11.12.13.14.15. Allo 1.1obn 5.3, 
and M4th.11.30. | 
Heere the caule (as often els where) is in- | 
| ſerted as well of this which hath gone be- | 
fore,as of other effes which doc follow : to | 
wit, that (hee findeth the fruit of her |abour | 
to be good,and to hauc good ſpeede in thoſe | 
things which ſhce hath Jabored. And this 
hce amplifieth by a compariſon of the like: 
For as hee which raſteth good and delicate 
meates neuer proned before: with the ſweet- | 
neſle thereof, 1sentiſed and cgged on to pro- 
cure the ſame againe , although it beewith |} 
ſome hardand fharpe labor; ſo this woman | 
| being taught by the experience of the fruit | 
of herlabourandinduftry , doth the more | 
chcerefully follow the lame. 
| Thoſe therefore which are ſſoathfulland | 
idle , foras muchasthey reape no fruit of | 
their 


| ouſly ioine battell wich the inhabitants 


| 
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their idleneſſe, are not ſtirred vp with any | 
delire to labour. Such alſo as with labour | 

wearying both themſelues and theirs, _ doc 
notwithſtanding receiue none at all, or very | 

| ſmall fruite of their paines(becauſe God not ; 

; being called vpon by them refuſeth to giue | p,1,,,,. 
| his —_ thee menallomuſt needes faint | Hzg.r,c,v 
| vndcr the burden of their labours. As onthe 
contrary this woman (whoſe labours God 
' by bis bleſsing doth proſper) making won- 
; derfull gaine, is encouraged to vadergoc her 
| paines, And no doube but the Itraclites 
| whenthey had once taſted of the fruites of 
| the land of Canaan, did the more couragi- 


ſ 


| 


thercof.Eucnasaiſo we ſce that good ſen- | 
ting hounds, with che onely ſentof the beaſt, 
which tncy doe conrſe , doe mend their 


{ pace, and with greater ſwiftneſſe doe chale 


their pray. On the contrary it comes to | 
_—_ many , who when as through the 

lefsing of God vpon their honeſt labours, 
they aregrone to ſome wealth,do giue them- | 
ſclues to idleneſſe, and to their pleaſures, till 
they haue wafted that which they had got- 
ten with paine. ; 

This in matters belonging to the lifes to 

come, is morecuidently perceiucd for that. | 


ſo many hearers of the Goſpell, doe ſo cold 
_ 


| 


| 


_. 
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inthe "tk of the Goſpell, adminiſtra- 
- | tion of the Sacraments, andother ordinary 
ſeruice of God : it proceeds from no other 
| caulc, burtthis, that they haue not taſted the 
' fruit of the forgiucneſſe of their (innes, 
| encn the peace of conſcience. Whereas, if lo 
| be chey had but taſted onely how good the 
' Lordis, it cannot be verered with what fer- 
| uentneſſe and zeale they would runnc vnto 
' the meetings of the Church , and would 
| thirſt after them , as the Hartchaled by the 
; dogges thirftcth afrcr the waters. 

| Phere followerh anather effeR of the ct- 
| ficientcauſe before declared » which is,that 
| her lights not put out by night. It was (aid 
| beforethac ſhe preuenterh theday : Now he 
addeth that ſhe ſo abideth to her worke, that 
ſhe makerh not an end-of her worke with 
the day,but drawethitforth and continucth 
ita great part of the night: Neithcrdoth ſhe 
(as ſomedoec)labour by firs, but pcrſiſt- 
eth and perſcuereth conſtantly in her 
workes. 

! . Hereof may be gathered that ſhe breaketh 
| her ſweete ſleepe, For riſing ſocarly and go- 
| Ing.to bed ſolare 3 eſpecially when ſhe hath 


ſleepe 


| ts paineſull in her worke ; the ſounder 


— 


ly frequent the aſſemblies of the Church, | 
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ſleepe muſt needes fal vpon her,ſoas ſhe(bur 
with ſome violence)doth not awake, Which 


women.Forasit isnort lawfull rocate vnro a 
fulnes:ſo likewiſe it is not lawful to ſleepe {o. 
long; till we hdhe arisficd onr luſt. It hath | 
bin ſaid before, how this womanof Rrengrh | 
appointed maides their taske : he now ad- 
deth further, that ſhe doth her felfe ſer her. 


Hands to worke. Hitherto allo pertaincth| 


| ſhe buſieth her ſelfe in the ſame kinde of 


| 


| 


| 


{ 


| 


| 


| workezwith her maides, handling the whele 


and the diſtaffe, one after another, Although | 
it be not vnlikely that ſhe did ſpinne finer | 
and coſtlier woole and flaxe, yetir is cerraine | 
that it was labourſome, and paincfull, both | 
the wheele & the ſpindle; whereto (he wasto | 
put her ſtrengeh,and vic her might. 

For towhatendis it , that it wasſayd be- 
fore that ſhee girdeth her ſeife with ſtrength | 
but that ſhe ſhould have need of trength co | 
do her worke: Wherto alſo pertaineth that, | 
which is ſpoken in this verſe.that ſhe putterh | 
both her hands to the ſpindle. For, itis a | 
thing layde vponall the poſteritie of 4dam, | 
not only to labour,burto labourhardly and 
with paine : For,notwithſtanding that God 
hath appointed vnto women, ſuch workes | 
ashaue leſſe weariſomnes in them, in regard | 

G 3 of | 
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| 


' thing is to beobſerued of all, boch menand | 
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of the weakeneſlc of their (exe, and of their | 
paines of childe-bearing ; yer are they not | 
freed from thoſe duties, which arcivined | 
| wich ſome paine and rediouſneſſe. | 
Furthermore, ir is to be noted that by | 


£-| this her working, ſheis nor @fily her ſelfe cx- | 


erciſed, but ſhee doth allo take away all co« 
| lor of idleneſle from her maides : for it were 
' a ſhame for the maides to plucke their hands | 
from ſuck work as their miſtris her (clf doth 

' not dildaine to doe, For here isthat Pro- 
 uerbe true, which is ſanQihed by the holy | 
| mouth of Chriſt ; that it is wcll with the 
 ſeruant if he bein the ſame condition with | 
' his maſter, ir is well with the hand-maide, | 

|if ſhee be in no worſecale then her miſtris, 
| But this example of paines-taking, which 
ſhe giueth co her maides, is of more force to 
| worke in their mindes, then many admo- | 
| nitions or.chaſtiſemers which are vicd with- | 
' out example. | 
| Thispointalſo isto be obſcrued, tocon: | 
| firme and ſtrengthen vs in the common du- | 
| ties of this life, as things acceptable vnto | 
God; conſidering thatthe Anabapriſts do 
efteeme of thoſe things as too vile for Chii- 
ſtians to exerciſe themſelues in : ButthePa- 
piſts although they condemne not thele 
Mitac yet they make the hands of godly 
wo- 
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women more flacke, whileſt they doe ſo: 
highly extol the counterfait workes of their 
Nunnes, no waycs approued by the holy | 
Gholt. RT 
\ FHeehathalrcadie ſpoken of the i nduftry 

and diligence which ſhe vſeth in the diſpatch / 
of her worke, and of the happy eventand 
ſacceſſe thereof. | 

There fojloweth, both the varietic and | 

number ofthe workes, wherein ſhe is occu- | 
pied: andalſo, the end whercunto they arc 
| referred, which doth crowneall her former 
' workes; and withoutthe which ir skilleth | 
| not much, whether themothersof families | 
be ſloathful or diligent in their worke. For, 
if the ſhould only lay vp inacheſt theſe her | 
riches gotten with paine , ſhould heape vp | 
treaſurcs,or beſtow them 1n trifles and toies, | 
there were nocaule why this praiſe ſhouid | 
be giuen her, But now when as both in get- 
ting them her induſtry is declared , andin 
| diſpoſing them her piety and wildome ap- | 

careth; no ſufficicntcomeudation can ea- | 
{ily be giuen vnto her. Forto ſom God hath 
plentifully and abundantly gtuen diſcrerion 
to beſtow them totheir iuſt and due vies, 
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In the verſes following hedeſcribeth the | 21,12 ,0. 


ends, whercto ſhereferreth her riches got- | 


een with ſuch diligence and COD 
or | 
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bor: wheroftke firſt is, that ſhe may ſuccor | 

the poore, and (nach asare oppreſſed vvith 
want. This is confirmed by the ceftimonie | 
of the Apoſtle. Epheſ, 4. 23. & Prover. 3, | 
26.27. | 
W hereby appeareth, how few thereare | 
which are inducd with true piety ; far how | 
few men (hal be found, which do know this | 
| 


end of getting riches : Andof thoſe which 
propound vnto themlclucs this cnd, the 
numbcris farre leſle, 
| . Furthermore, whereas ſhee ftretcheth 
forth and exrendeth her hand, iitteacheth | 
how readily and chercfully, how bountiful- 
ly alſo and liberally ſhe doth it : for, God b- 
weth a cheerefull giuer : He ſouveth his ſeedein 
a fat and fruitfull ſele, from wohence he loo- 
keth for a hundred folde. 

This manner of ſpeech alſo declareth, | 
' that the is none of thoſe delicate and tender 
women, which cannor-indure to behold 
choſe thatare in miſery and affliion. 

Ir is alſo to bee conſidered, that the firſt 
fruits of ker labours are given to the poore: 
For whereas that whichis diſtributed to the 
poore isfayd to be conſecrated ro the Lord; 
and thereis none ſo ignorant which knowes 
not, that thefirſt fruiresare to bededicated 
to God : itis manifeſt thattherc is a princt- 


| 
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. | health. 


— as the = aud eſchevveth it. 
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pall regard ty bee had rothe.poore, 
 Hernextcare is for her family, that it be 

well and {ufficicntly cloathed, thatchere be 

noncin all her houlchoide, which ſhould be 


in any ſort hurt by the weather; cither cold, 
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hear, winde or raine &c, fo farre are they 
from going with corne and ragged cloathes. 
Inthe 1. Xing lo. It appeareth, that the 
Queene of Saba gaue her judgement of the 
witedome of Salomon , by the apparel of 
his ſcruants. For as of the focde, (o allo 
of thecloathing of the houſehold, the Go. | 
ucrnors muſt be carcfull, whercas digers-in 

many houſcholds , are not only not whol- | 
ſomely apparclled, but not ſo much as ho- | 
neſtly and ſcemely coucred « which asitis | 
hurcfull co thoſe of the family , ſoit isallo 
an inconucnince to the Goucrnors them- 
ſelucs, inas much as their neceſſary 'bulines, 

by theſe meanes is hindered for want of 


Moreover, where it is ſayde that ſhe fea- 
reth not her family forthe ſnow , thereinis 
ſomedifficultie: forit ſcemeth not to{warue 
from the duty of a wife, and godly woman | 
tofeare the incommoditiesof her ſelfeand | 
hers: ſorfeare isaſpurrevnto vs, toauoide | 


thoſe things whereof wee are afraid, fora 
Con- 
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Contrariwile, we may ſee many women | 
which hauing little care of the diet and cloa- 
ching of their tamily,do leave them deftitute 
of things neceſſary. I anſwere, that ir is 
want of feare, which proceedeth from 
hence, that being inconfiderate and vnadui- 
ſed , they doe not foreſee the things which 
are profitable for the family inthe time to 
come z eſpecially long time after, But this 
'want of feare is vtterly to beecondemned: | 
Howbcir that a woman,which in a due con- | 
fideration of the inconueniences which may 
happen, doth ſtand in feare of them, and 
fearing doth ſtirre vp her (clfetoall care and 
regard to prouide ſuch things, which do ' 
belong vnto the maintenance of life, ſhee 
truely is not to be blamed, 

And that weman which in a timely fore- 
light of thofe things, whereby her houſhold 
may be ſufficiently maintained, doth ſoad- 
dreſſe her ſelfcto all honeſt skill, and means 
ro defend the ſame, as hee may (afely and 
ſecurely caſt away all carcfulneſlo, and fearc 
of her family, ſhee indeed worthely deſcr- 
ueth-prais. By this meanes cominerh it to 
paſſe, thatby diligentlabor and continuall 
painfuinefle, men dorid themſelues of ma- 
ny caros andgriefes (wherewith, othersare 
pained) whenasthey doe handle the irmar- 


ters | 
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Iters , according to the preſcripe of Gods | 


Word. 


Verſe 22, Shepromatth her tents: fine 


linnen andpurple i her cloathing. 

Verſe 23. Her Husband is knowen in 
m the gates when hee ſitteth with the 
Elders of the land. 

Verſe 2z- Shee maketh fine linnen 

whichſhe ſelkthy gd deltuereth apir- 

dle to the Merchant. 


i — 


Ir Er next care isfor the furniture of 
H her houſe, pronided and beaurified 
with thoſe ornaments which may | 
moſt ſet forth the fairenes of the houſe, and 
the honor of the gouernor, For, itisnot 
the leaſt commendation of a Martrone, to 
prouidethatthe houſe be thoroughly furni- 
ſhed, of bedding, hangings, tapeſtry , and 
other ſuch like neceſlaries, both for the ne- 
ceffity of life, and alſo for honeſt delight : 
For 2 man may ſee many women very 
ſumptuouſly attired, whoſe houſes nor- 
withſtanding lie Ms vnfurniſhed. 
2 Net 
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_ Neither truly doth the praiſe of this wo- 
man conliſt in this, that ſheebuicththeſe or- 
naments with her mony , but becauſe ſhee 
maketh and weaueth them at her owne 
houſe, Which 1s to bee vnderſtood both of 
thoſe things which have beene ſpoken of 
 beforcin the 20, and 22, verſes, andallo of 
thoſe which follow vnro the 25:vcre. 

Vnto this carcfulneſſe,to prouide houle- 
hold furniture doth ſucceed, care of trim- 
ming her owne body , and that with things 
farre more pretious, as fine 11nnen & purple. 

The which , alchvagh it ſeeme ſcarce toa- 
gree with the turning of the whecle, and 
handling of the ſpindle and diſtaffe: yerthe 
holy Ghoſt hath thought them very agreca- 
ble, And here no doubt he bringettrin rhis 
woman (o delicately apparellcd , that hee 
might thereby commend thelc womanly 
workes and exerciſes ynto all poſterity , as 
thoſe which arc worthy, and fir for ſuch as 
arc cloathed in-very deſicate apparel, ſoas 
their cftateand degree will afford it. Which 
is not to bee vnderſtood of all women; but 
according as cuery ones eftate'will ſtretch; 
for this womans husband was among the 
chiefe, as appeareth inthe 23. verſe. But 
here ſome man may aske', whether ic be fit 


that hee. ſhould firſt prouide for her owne 
lelte, To} 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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| take thought for dainty meatcs for her 
(ele. 


| monics againſt coſtly attire, which the Apo- 


| fitceth in cheaſſembly ofche Eelder, where | 
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To whom I anſwere, that it is mcete that 
ſhee prepare neceſſary couering for thoſe 
of her houſho: 1d, beforc ſhee fer her minde 
vpon delicacy, and hineneſſe of apparel for 
herſelfe t cucnasaiſo ſhee ought ro lceke for 
neceſſary foode for her family, before ſhee 


Whereuponit followeth,that thoſe teſti- 


ſtle ſpeakes'of, are notfimply robe vnder- 
ſtood , but by compariſon of godlineſſc, 
more carefully ro be ſought for then the 
fincnes-ofapparell.Neither is ſhee puffed vp 
with theſe {oprecious veſtiments , conlide- 
ring that ſhee is continually in labour : a 
meancs that God vſeth to ſchoole men to 
humility , for the women which by deli- 
cacy of theirapp:+rell, and ſoft array of their 


bodies , arc lifted vp inthe pride of their | 


| | 
beats, docthcreby turnc thcir purpleinto 


ſackcloath, 
Another effect 'or end of her continual 


labour , conliſteth in making ornaments, 
whereby az by certaine markes and fignes 
her husband may be knowne , and diſcer- 
ned from orthcr men, which isamplified by 
an adiun&ofrhetime , when he goeth and 
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| ſpecially it belcemeth him to be moſt come- 
ly apparelled. 
| Bur here ſome man may mouea doubr, | 
| how it may ſtand with che duty of alouing | 
wife , thar rſt ſhce prouideth ornaments | 
; for her ſclfe , and afterwards for herhus- 
band. Whereto I anſwere , thatthe out- 
ward ornaments of the body, are more fit | 
for women then men, and thatthere com- | 
meth credit and praiſe to the man by the 
comely apparcll ot his wife, cucn as it would ' 
be to his diſcredit, ifhee himlelfe being gaily | 
apparelled, his wife ſhould be wichour or- 
naments. Sheeedoththercfore trimme her | 
ſ{elfe not ſo much for her owne , as for her 
' husbands both credirand delight. 
From all which things it appeareth that | 
there is nothing ſo great orſo ſmall in the | 
houſhould, that there is none {rom the high- 
c{t ro the loweſt, from the head of the fami- | 
ly cuen vnto the foote, whom her care doth | 
not reach vnto. For cucn as in the common : 
wealth thoſe that arc ſo carefull for one | 
part, as they neglet another, they doe gric- | 
vouſly offend -: and contrariwiſe they doe | 
ſafely gouerne the lame, which doc extend 
their care ouer all. Solikewiſe in a family, | 
ſhee which is ſo carefull for her husbandand | 
par , that ſhec neglefteth her __—_ 
oh an 
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and maides,doth very dangerouſly offend. | 
Some man will thinke that ſheis marye. 
louſly diligent in vndergoing her Jabqurs, 
which hath ſupplied ſo many and fo great 
things, both for the neceſsitics and orna- 
ments of her familte. But this woman is of 
fuch an invincible minde, that theſe ſo great 
labours being endurcd, ſhee dath nor reſt 


there, but ſetreth vpon other workes allo, 
which bcing finiſhed, ſhee deliuercth to the | 
merchants, | 
Bur all her other things in generall are 
coſtly:and {ſuch whereof otherwile by reaſon 
of the long and doubtful cariage, the mer- | 
cli\at ſhould neuer make perfcA.For itis ſuch | 
linnen asis, weaued of very fine and flen- 
der threds, The valew whereof may eaſily 
be gathered,in as much as the body of Chriſt 
(of whoſe honourable ſepulture the ſcrip- | 
ture witneſſeth ) was wrapped inthe (ame, | 
Andot theprizeof the girdles, wherewith | 
menand women are girt,the ſcripture is not | 
without teſtimonies-2, Sam. 18.11. 17m. 2. | 


Whereas by this manner of ſpecch theſe | 


| leſſansdo belongeuenvnto the Kings wite; 


| workeg as by her owne5kill ſhe hath made. 


it teacheth vstbar it is no difcredite for a | 
Prince&todeliuervntothe merchants ſuch | 


It 


Verſe 24. 
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Itis knownec that in the auncicnt Kemaxe | 
common wealth, thoſe of the chickct nob1- | 
lity,did ſell che fruite of their orchards and 
gardens tor mony : and there remaine yet in | 
Germany (a ſhcard of the Romaine com- 
mon wealth) ſome lignes of that cuſtome, | 
Bur amongſt vs menaregrown to that pride | 
thar they ; are accounted for bale people, | 


which ſhould imitate that manner. | 
| 
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Verſe 25, Strength and honour # her | 
clothing,and (he laugheth. 
Verſe, 26, She openeth her mouth in 
wiſedome , and dotFrine us vpon ber | 
Fongue, | 
Verſe 27. She prieth mtothe waies of 
her houſcbould,andeateth not the bread | 
of1alentſſe. 


Itherto hath beene ſpoken of the 

H vertues, which are more proper 
vnto the mother of the houſchold 

there follow ſuch vertues, asare common to 
all godly people both men and women. In 
the,22.ycrſc it hath been ſaid,rhat ſhe is cloa- 
thed and apparclled in fine linnen and pur- 


ple, 
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ple: but in this place he bringeth in mcntion 
| offurthcr a kinde of raiment. 

This manner of cloathing is of the minde, 
as the former was of the body, This is the 
lamewhich che Apoltles doth principally | 
commend vnto women, and doth: preferre 
before all other ornaments, though never 
| ſoprecious and without the which,cuen the 

which is moſt neately and daintcly cloathed 
is butnaked and bare before God, the An- 
gels,and holy men, 

Bur of this inwar2 cloathing there are 
two parts ſet dow!:c, {t:2ngth, and 'honour 
and comelines : whereof in the one is noted 
the confidence of her minde, whercoy being 
without feare ſhe enioycth reſt and quiet. 
nefle : by the other thoſe verrues, which be- 

fidethatthey come from a minde well af- 
| feReddoe procurca lingular bewry, worthy 
ofall men robe looked vpon. 
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' Andrruely whatthings haue beene [po- | 
ken hitherto,as they doe belong to the duc- | 
ty of a good Matron,ſo maychey ſometimes 


be found in women, which are or ar” all 
trye picty,in 7ewes, in Papif{s,in Turkes. But 
thoſe chings which Joe fallow, are of that 
kinde which as they doc onely fal vnto god- 

Matrons,ſo doe they adde great glory vn- 


1 
- fo the former gifts,and doe as it werecrown 
ba. I them. 
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them.And firſt forthe ſtrength ofthe minde | 
it is proued by the effef, that ſhee feareth 
not the inconueni&ces of the time following, 
which in men either quite deſtitute,or light- 


| ealieviftory. . -. 


ly endued with this truſtin God,gdoth brecd 
| contingall vnquictneſſe, This is that which 
the Prophet ſaith in the, 1 12, Pſalm. verl.7, 
| T hat the righteous may is not affraid of exell ti 


* tidings. And the ſamc which Salomon bath 


| Pro.28.1.T hat the righteous js bould a1 4 young 
| Lyon. The cauſe whereof is alsigned by the 
| Prophet inthe F/alme before relited, becau/e 
| bis minde # ſtrengthned. The caule allo of 
| which ftrengthning he doth there let downe 
becauſe his ſoule truth in God ; what 1s this 
| elſe, burchat which the Apoſtle reacheth, 
| that through peace of conſcience, which 
erue faith worketh in the godly , they doc 
cucn reiorce in tribulation : and 1o farre arc 
they from being diſcouraged in minde for 
feareof them, that:nor then truely when 
they are oucrcharged with them , doe they 
faint, mach leſſe finke vnder them. This 
| ſingular rranquilicic of minde he geclareth | 
| by anadiun@ of laughing becauſe we doc 
{ viero laogh archole, againſt whom we doc 
| aſſure and+promiſe vnto our fclues certane 


' Thebleſſedand happy cſtatcof chegod- 
Ss SR. © 
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| oughttogiue vs courage to leeke after thoſe 


| ly is here in this place notably deſcribed, 
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and their vndoubred. aſſurance of 'eternall 
lite, whereby they are as certaine and ſure of 
the life tocome , as they arecither of. their 


—_— life, or their life paſt : which they | 
now cannot either be weakened or taken 
away by ſtrength orcraft, either of things | 
aboue, or things beneath, that neicherproſ- 

ty,nor aduerſity, neither famine,nor the 
{word,nor death, nor the banding and fron- 


ting and perplexitic. Burt this oughe ſo 


ting of all miſchiefes oppoſed againſt vs, is 
ableto driuevs from the fruicion of life e- 
ucrlaſting. | The contrary whereof che Pa- 
iſts teach , which doe torment menscon- 
ciences with the continual cortureof do ub- 


much the more to confirme vs againſt all 
fearcfu}l terrors, for that women by nature 
are fearcfull and rimerous. Whereof it is 
thatthis is called our goods, cuen as other 
commodities of this life, arc by our Saviour 
called others mens and not ours. Which 


things, which no caſualty may take from vs, 
being things which iaft for ever. In the 
goods of this life wee doe couer afcertholc 


| 


things, which are lefſe ſubief to change , as 


vamouecable,rather then moucable. In mar: 


chandiſe thoſe that are moſt ſtaple are eftce- 
I 2 med | 


T 


Rom, $, 


Luk, t6 xn. 


—— 


© JnBxpotrunſth | 
| 


med, which will continue longeſt without . 
corrupting. And rents, and ycerely reuc- 
nues of inhcrirance arepreferred before mo- 
| ney : why ſhould we not then vic the ſame 

| + 1-12 mn theſe things which doe never - 
aile. 

 Andthus much of the inward ſtrength , 
there followeth the honour or comclineſſes 
cthatis, thoſevertues which have acomely 
- fight in the iudgement of the Angels, and | 
| all godly men : where inthe firſt placecom- 

merh,that ſhee doth nor vſe ſpeach,but wilc- 
ly,and warily, which is very fly applicd vn- 
to this woman. Foritis commonly knowne 
and grownetoa Prouerbe, that women by 
nature are more talkative, ſo as greater care | 
| is to behad, andAftraighter watch to be kept | 
leaſt at any time the Jlockes and barres of 
' wikdome and modeſty being broken, the 
tongue before being filent,doe wander and 
firay abroad here and there. VWhereunto | 
| itis a greatheſpe, thatawoman be conſtant | 
and continuing in her labour ; for cucnas 
the Apoſtledoth defineidlenes, & (loathfub 
neſſe to be the ſeede of much ralke in. youn- 
| " widdowes,ſo continuance in labour,isa 
' ſingular remedy againſt raftnefſe, and for- 
wardneſſeof therongue. 
The praiſe of her ſpeech ſecmeth to oo 
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| Gſt not fo much in the comman (peach of 
| che things belonging vnto this life , which 


| peach-, it isa conference. of holy marcers, 
; For heſaich that the doArine of benignity 


| manger of ſpeach hee {cemeth- to declare 
{ both coucnaunrs of workes. and of grace ; 
whereof inthe one the bounty of God to. 
] wards vsdoth ſtand ; and in theother our 
| love both towards God, and towards our 
neighbour for Gods cauſe is required, For 
{ thee is not onely a-hearcrand reader of the 
word of God, butalſo ſhee conferceth ther- 
of with her.children, with her maides, and 
with her hasband , infiruQing her ckildren- 
| and maidens,as we readeof Heſeer, (for ex- 
| cepther maides had firſt beene jinftructed eo 
celebrate the Faſt, they had beene altogether 
vnſit ) and asking of her husband thoſe 
rhings whereof ſhce ſtandeth in doubx. 
Whether is to bee' reſerved, ,, that in the 
booke of the Kings the: name of mother 
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or impietic of the children, Wheteb 

| the Icſuites-are confuted /5. which doe 10 
ftraightly tic: the women, tothe; wheel 
and:ſpindle , asthey-doe cue them. off, and 


_— 


{ may be in infidels,,, as inanother ſybiet of 


MET ONT 
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and kindnefle is-in her tongue. By which. | 


| | 


is added', as a furtherer- either of piety, | 


I. 3, ;. barre? 


I. Cor. f -- 
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barrc thetn'from-all conference touching 
che-word of God, as ablurdeand far vnbe. 
(cemingtheirſ&xe; Se the examples of 4x- 
u4:'1.\$4m.2. And of the' wife of Menoah, 
14: of Tudpes. And of CHary, Luke 1. And 
of Priſcilla, which both inſtrued and for- 
warded «4potlo in-the 'way of the Lord. 
Whereby :appeareth how: 'carcfull godly 
women hana been for true knowledge our 
of the word.of God : Whereas hce fayth 
thardoQrine &c. reſteth in hertongue!, hee 
dorh thereby plainly declare, how often ſhe 
vicd fpeech;andhow plentifully ir dwelt in | 
her houſe; © Ho 

Whereby notwithſtanding is net exclu- 
ded;that which is the principallching in this 
pvint.,.that ſhee harhthedoAtrine of benig- 
hiv and kindnefſe written-in her minde ; 
yeaher oftentalking of the word God, is 
- | av vadoubredargament of the ſame writ- | 
| | cettinherhearr.. For our'of theabundance 
| Mair13;- ' | ofthehwnt themourt ſpeaketh. 
-2:Another cffeA:of chis matroneis ; that 
| hee ſearcherh'and  pricth into the whole 
| carriage of her houſhold,for itis not enough 
to _ them whar chey {ial doe, vnlefle 
| Ree docs ivvvere oallthom ro account & 
reckehing ; ard finde/om- whether they 
'| have well performed their rake : which « 
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po not: f:muck. of marters | 
clongivgt9 the hovule (v hich are cuen per-. 
formed of :nfidels ) {« ſomerimes a5 of hob 


neſſe which h_ conſtterh eicher 4 PICUE ,_ + 
godiineſſe 19 rowards G0 ad,andi rightcoulneſſe 
For notwithſtan anding. = 


þ- rowards MEN» 
the chaftil! ingandpunibing g0 
of the ſonnesthat Are of 


be re "rvedrothe hysband d 


to: a,zo:thc: waices Ort 
. which is alſo requized of the | 
| 


mily- 
.che metaphor of (prying) 
gry | 
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which isnorgorreh by labour: Wherby is 
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houſe farnirore;forherlelfe, coltly apparcl, 
and for her husbandornaments , when ſhee 
inſtrugeth her family . And finally y,inqui- 
| reth into thc m_ of her wholc houſhold, 


it calily i. Uhes fhee eareth notthe | 
bread of i eſe. 


Bat thoſe arc ſaid to eatethebread of idle- 
neſſe, which do reccigethcir mcate, when | 
as no-honcſt labor hath gone before, and 


| 


confirmed that which is commaunded of | 
the Apoftle, that thoſecthae will not labour 

ſhould not care. ' Bur if it be therefore con | 
cluded, that ſhe cateth not the bread of idle- 
neſle; bdetauſeiſheo is fo buſicd as wee have 
| fayd : iris enidenr chac ehoſeare vererlyto 
| be condemned of ſloathfalneſle, not we 
whichlabapr not ar all ; but:eucn thoſe al 


which in-doingtheir workeare — _w_ 
| and neghgent. ; 
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' pronounceberbleſſed; and ber bu{peva, 
omar prayſeber.. 
Verſe le 29, . Mat dawghters haut done 


Þ:.., vertuouſly, 


wn 
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wvertuouſly, but thou haſt excelleda- 

boue all, 
Verſe 30. Fauor u deceit, and beautie 
is vanity : but 4 woman fearing the 

| Lordſhegettehtoher praiſe, 
| Verle 31, Gimme wato her the fruite of 
her hands,andlet ber workes praiſe ber 


Way tn the gates. 


— 


| He ſcopeand drifchereofis, having 
propounded a reward to ſtirre vp 
women to; higher vertues ; 1t 15 a 

true ſpeech that Honour nowrifheth arts; and 
that all men are kindled with a deſire of 
praiſc,and thatthoſe things are deſpiſedand | 
cotemned which are miſliked of euery one. 
| Which may be mo—_ vnto the deſire of 
vertue and godlineſle : for alrhough to juſt 
and vncorruprted Indges, the fruite of their 
duty is the duticir ſelfe, and it belongerh 
vnto the godly to ſeeke after vertuc, for ver- 
rucs ſake, and aconſcience towards Godzyet 
God pittying our infirmity and flowneſſeto 
good workes, doth ſet before vsa reward, | 
as it were acrowne to bee enioyed both 1n 


this life, and inthe liferocome; totho end. 


he thay corre& our ſluggiſhnefle, and drow- 
| K lines | 
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lineſſe in well doing. Which being a thing 
neceſſary for men to whert them on to the 
defire of vertuc, it is manifeſt thatiris more 
expedient for women, as thoſe which arc 
weaker. Whereof it is that the holy Ghoſt 
doth make this garland of praiſe which he 
may ſet vponthe hcad of ſucha induſtrious 
woman, as he hath deſcribed that as by her 
vertuc andpietic, ſo allo by the reward of 
condigne praiſe, ſhe may bedifccrned from 
other women. 

Verſe 28. The chiefe good of all is, that ſhethink- 
ing and fecling her ſclfc happy,ſtandeth nor 
in feare ofany danger which may bcfall her. 
But it is to be accounted in ſome degree of 
happines, if 1n regard ofther good works ſhe 
be worthely comeded of good men : cipeci- 
ally, when as by this comendation of her cx- 
ccl}&c facts is fealed vp the aprob-uti5 of her 
good works by God himſeltc. But that her 
own children, are hcre broughtin by the H. 
ghoſt for{preaders of her prailes,ic may ſeem 
fomewhat ſtrange. For,w hereas(according 
to the tcſtemony of the Prophet, ( as wee 
hauc hcard before) 4 mans ovone pra:ſe in his 
ovone mouth hath na grace; It muſt necdsbe 
that the commendation. of thoſe of her 
owne family z «ſpccially, ſuch asare morc 
' neerely iviacd vnto her,is but of ſmallfrce 
to 


_— 


laft [hapter of the Prouerbs, 


to ſer her forth, as that which may (cemeto 
proceed, cither ot (elfe-loue,or flattery,thar 
they may gaine ſomewhar of her. I antwer, 
thar belides the proper (ence, here isa figu- 
ratiue ſpeech, wherein by children is vader- 
ſtood, the dyct and apparcil of her chi!- 
dren, the honeſtic of the chi'drens manners; 
buc chiefely their pietic and feare of God, 
whcrewith by her carcfulleducation; ſhee 
hath endued chem , which areas it were fo 


| ſhed wich children , who ſhall not beeaſha- 


many mouthes and tongues, whereby the 
raiſes of a woman of {trengthare publithed. 
Nor vnlike vato this is that which is 
faide in the 127. F/albme Where he1spro- 
nounced b'efſ-d which hath a quigerfurni- 


med when hecontcndeth with his enemies 
in the gates. Hcreotf aiſo proceeded that cx- 
clamation of the, woman Zeke 11. 27. al- 
though fhee were therein deceived, if thee 
thought that Chriſt rooke any part of his 
wiſedome, or goodnes of his mothcr, when 
as he was taught of himleclfe. 

| He mentioneth this prayſe of the chil- | 
dren towards their mother, becauſe her 
childreo, through her godly and wiſe edu. 


cation doe live in that |ight and honour, | 


which redoundeth vnto the commendation | 


of their movher; whercas he ſaith that they 
K 2 fhall 
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ſhall riſe, char they way praiſe her, he (cc- 
meth to ſer forth their ripe age, when as(by 
{ marriage or pub lique charge) they come a- 
broad, whereas thoſe which were of ynripe 
po tecrged tolicat home in ſilence. For 
. being come to yeeres, they are then cither 
an honour, or diſhonour to their Parents: 
| aSinthe 127 P/abre,childrenarcthcn like at« 
; rowes wherwich their parents enimics are ci- 
| ther ſlaine or wotided whenthey arcot age. 
Hence doe Parents learne, which doc neg- 
; le& the godly: and honeſt bringing vp of 
| theirchildren.that they nouriſh in their bo- 
' ſome, which may afterwards bite them, 
| when they grow to ripeneſle of age ; who 
| whexeas.if they haue vicd diligence and in- 
| deyour in well brioging vp their children, 
they bauc wherewicth to comfort them- 
ſelues, againſt their cxoefſe and wickedneſle 
whatſocuer. As:0n the contrary, inthe god- 
lincſke and honeſty of the children , they 
hauca ioytullrcſt and comfort, wherewith 
to ſtrengthen therſelues and the manifold 
griefesand inconueniences of old age, being 
as It were their wiater. 

To,omit tha there hayc beene ſome, who 
going. to the. gallowes for their lewdneſle, 
| have curſedthcir mothers , becaulc of their 


fooliſh cockering, they haue beene cft vnto 


them- 
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them(elues,and their owne Juſts : as on the 
contrary, children being well nurtured, will 
blefſe their mother, becauſe ſhee hath in-| 
ſtruted chem , chaſtencd them, andkept 
them within the bounds of their duty, 
| Which teſtimony of children, like as alſo 
| thar of the husband, which tollowcth, al- | 
though it be icflened in regard,that in blood | 
they are very ncerely knit vnto her; yet is it | 
of the greatercredite : becaule they are cyc- | 
witneſſes of herations, and whole conver- | 
ſation, But children ought ſo much thera- | 
ther to ſtirre vp themſelues vntoa deſire of 
vertucandpiety , as that by their praiſe or | 
diſpraiſe, credir, or diſcredic, their Parents | 
are cither honoured,or diſhonored, as thole | 
which haue part with theirchildren, as well | 
in che oneas in the other, 
The honor therefore which by the com- | 

| mandemenr is due to Parents by their chil | 
dren , is not ſhut vp within their fathers; | 
houſe , bur contmueth throughout the | 
whole courſe of their life, cuen then truely, | 
when bcing departed forth of their Parents | 
| houſe, they are ſpread abroad in ehecom- | 
| mon wealch,neither is the obedience due to 
their parents,chenonly violared, whenthey | 
doetrangrefle theircommandements , bur | 

alſo when they doe defile chemſelues with | 
| K 3 any | 
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any lewdneſle,and wickedaeſle inany kinde 
whartſocucr ; whereof alſo it is that Salomon 
laid before,thar the foolſh ſonne bringeth [or- 
row to his father. «1 
Her husband ſhall praiſe her : This com- | 

| mendation alſo of her Husband ſeemeth to | 

be of ſmall force to ſer forth her praile , by 
realon of that necre coniunfion, which 1s | 
| betweene them, which will diniiniſh the au- 
thoricy and force of the praile, bclides the 
| danger of being follicired to breeke her hde- 
lity by his prailing of her to others. The 
commendgarion therefore which her hus- 
band giucth her, is firſt of all in private and 
{ 4t home, which bringeth no inconucnicnce, 
and whereby che vertucand indultry of the 
wife is increalcd. 
| Furthermore (as beforcin the children) 
ſo herethercisa figuiatiue ſpeech ; forthe 
| vigorous and good bearing of his age , his 
| good diſpoſition of body , and the orna- 
| ments of his apparel|(whercof we haue (po- 
ken beforc}bur ctpecially for thar ſhee whet- 
teth him on to piety, even then, when he 
{ holdeth his peace,doch aboundanly ipcak of 
the praiſe of his wife. | 

For as the holinefle of the wife commen- 

| deth the piety of her husband , becaule [hee 


isas it wcrethe image of the man : lothe 
EX- 
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excellent picty and godlineſſe of the man | 


doth (cr tortha religious woman : which 


godlinefle, ir is no doubt, but his vertuons 


wife hath in ſome meaſurc wrought in him. 


Thus did Priſcilla helpe equila in godlines, 
in which rcgard ſhee is by the holy Ghoſt 


ſct before her husband, although a faithful] 


man:asinthe 14. of Judges, Sampſonsmo- 


ther is (ct before her husband Ht anoath, Af. 
tcrthe commendationof the children, and 
of the husband , thcre followeth alſo the 


praiſc of the holy Ghoſt , ſpeaking by the 
pen of Salomon: who doth by acompariſon 
of the lefler amplihe her praiſe, But ſhee is 
comparcd not witha carcleſſe , and ſloath- 
full woman, but with a woman of ſtrength, 
and not with onealone, bur with many to 
whom ſhceis nor <qualled , butfarrepre- 
ferred , andplacedasitwere ina higher e- 
ſtare ; butif it be asked, what women of 
ſtrengththeſeare , ro whomthis woman is 
—__ I anſivere, they are thoſe, which 

eing void of faith tow ards God, doe not- 
withſtanding imbrace chaſtity , louc their 
husbands dcerely , prouide plentifully for 
thedietand clothing of their family , lecke 
wolland flax, ſetthcir handsto the whecke 
and ſpindle, ric before day, goeto bed late, 
2a ccarcfull for furnitare for their houſe, of} 
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all ſorts , doe 1deeke both themiclues and 
their husbands , doe thinke of a field which 
chey buy, and plant it with vines: but in the 
mecane time being void of faith are fearcty]- 
ly terrificd with the cuils to come: yea,cuen 


| with ſhaddowes of cuils,as before hath been 


declared outof rhe 25. 26 and 27. verſes. 
And truly in this kinde there are found not 
onely Popith women, ewes, and Turkes, 
but alſo tome profeſſors of the Golpell, 
bur in ſhew onely:before all which(though 
innumber infinite) oneof theſe is farre to be 
preferred, not onely in theſe vertues, which 
are proper and perculiar to her, but inthoſe 
alſo which doc fallinto both kindes of wo- 
men, Foralchough che ſame things be per- 
formed of them both, notwithſtanding ſec- 
ing the one doth them of conſcicnce tro- 
wards God, the other of a certaine inſtint 
of nature, orto get praile and commenda- 
tion amongft men , it appeareth that there 
13as much difference berweene them, as 1s 
berweene heagen and earth. Hereby ap- 
peareth , how precious a thing faith 1s, 
wherewith all our workes are, as it werc, 
perfumed, to be acceptable vnto God, and 
without which, the moſt glorious workes | 
ſtinck,and intheir grearcſt glittering are not 


| withſtanding ſinnes. 


A 


| 
| | 
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In this vecſe hee doth by another argu- 
[ ment, from a compariſon , ſer feng her 
| praiſe, wherc he preterreth her beforea wo- 
man, that isexceeding faireand well fauo- 
red : whereal(o there ſeemerhto bea mce- 
ting with a ſecret and prinieobieRionz the 
obieAtion is drawne from an apparant 
charge of the Prophet , as if hee were not 
wiſe and skilfu]l enough in deſcribing and 
ſetting forth this woman, neuer ſufficiently 
00mg he, which in the reckoning vp of 
er vertues, had forgotten two ornaments, 
her beauty and comclineſſe, vnto which the 
Prophet anſwereth , by an adiunRof the 
deccir of fauour , and vanity of beauty. 
But vanity and deccit are not of one fort. 
For firſt of all they aredeceitfull and vaine ; 
becauſe the beauty and good fauour is yani- 
ſhedand painted, whereby the fowleſt wo- 
.men haue appearance , and go for faire, 
which vpon the feelingofthe fire, orany 0- 


| 


| 


ther hcate melt away. Furthermore becauſe | 
that beauty and fauour, which pleaſerh to 
day, diſpleaſerh co morrow, and that which 
is now cſteemcd to be a trace of beauty in 
the cies of the louers, is by and by accomp+ 
reda wart ora wenne. Ag . nay by the 
example of e-»708 , who being inflamed 
with the love of his ſiſter Themar , becauſe 
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Of her beauty : was as it were in aturning 

Of a hand,in a dcadly hatred of her, 
Morcouer, it 1s very trulyſcalled deſccir- 

full and vaine, becauſe as it werea-flower, ir 


—— 


'periſherh,, wichthe leaſt blaſt of the winde 


' of the tudgement of God, indeed favour and 
| beauty isthe gift of God, whereforeit is be- 
fore compared by Szlomovntoaring of gold 
yet haththe holy ghoſt thought it vaworthy 
ro be reckoned among the former vertues.) 
But by this former Iudgement of the ho» 
ly. Gheſt,God:would note the folly of men, 
whoin choeling thcir wines, doe principal- 
ly inquire after that, whether ſhee bee fire 
and weil fauoured , ſo as if ſhec haucthoſe, 
although ſhce bee enducd with none of the 
former vertucs, yetſhec is accounted hi for 
them. Andcontrariwiſe ſhee which is indu- 
ed with the former vertues, vnlefſe ſhee have 
alſo fauour and beauty, is ſcornedand dil- 
piled of all men : whereinthe madneſſcof 
men doc notably bewray it ſelfe, that they 
doc carry themſelucs ſoc careleſly and diſſo- 
lutely ina matter of great weight,and wher- 
1n conlifteth the quictneſſe of this whole 
life, and no ſmall helpe to the life tocome. 
Ifa man buyahdrſe , is he ſo mad thar hee 
-will reſt onely in the colour and ſhape of 
his body ncuer looking whether he be lame 


'or broken winded, Orif a man buy a golde 
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ringe, doth hethinke himſelfe fatiſhed thar | 
in ſhew onely it gliſtereth like gold ? or doth | 
he not rather bring ic tothe touchſtone , to 
try whether it be pure gold orgilt onely, 
Theeſtimation of fauour & beauty, is yer 
diminiſhed by the vnfic praile , which is not | 
mect for a woman inducd with them; which 
isamplified by a compariſon of the diſlike : | 
becauſca woman fearing God is worthy of 
praiſe : for notwithſtanding thac fauour and 
bewty ( in regard that theyare the gifts of 
God)doe deſcr::£ commendation, yer ſhee 
which hath them , ſeemeth not to deſerye 
praiſc, ſeeing they are gotten by no skill or | 
labor ofhers,no,not ſo much as by her will: | 
for except it weregiuen her of God cuen | 
from the cradle, ſhee ſhould labor in vaine to | 
et it:but the feare of God,notwithſtanding | 
it bethegifrof God , yetis itnot giuenat 
the firſt, but to ſuch, as doc will and deſire ir | 
(Godinclining cheir wil & affeRion)& being | 
once begunneit receiuerh increaſe through 
ourdelire care and induſtry. | 
So as notwithſtanding, a faircand beau- | 
tifull woman for her beauty may be praiſed; | 
yet in compariſon of that norableand fin- 
oular commendation. which is rightfully | 


ee 


{ done vnto the womanthar feareth God, ſhe 
is not to bec thought en: nd 
| 2 \ then 
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| the prayſe due vnto her vertues and notable 


An Expoſition ef the 


ned the praiſe of þcauty , and comclineſſe is 
| bearen downe : and this deniall andleſſe- 

ning of the praile of good fauourand beau- 
ty, ismoreſtrongly declared , by this word, 


beaurifull and wellfavoured woman did 
nor ſo, | 

Hereby is refuted not onely the vanity 
of men, bur alſo their ingratitude towards 
God, which do imploy the whele power of 
their wit and Iearning , for the praiſe of 
beauty and fauour , not onely generally in 
the whole body, but particularly in cucry 
parrof it, from the hcad to the heele, vſing 
thercuntoall the flowers and colours of their 
eloquence , wherewith they garniſh and ſer 
them forth , who inthe meanc time 1n the 
commendation of vertue,are cither dumbe, 
or cold, 

Hegoeth forward inthereward and re- 
compence of this woman of ſtrength, where 
the holy Ghoſt by the Prophet doth cal vp- 
on all men, that they ſhould yeeld vnto her 


workes. The holy Ghoſt therefore doth cx- | 
hort herhusband,that both while he liveth, 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| (ſhe doth ger praiſe vnto her ſelfe ) asif the | 
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| then by a compariſon of the grearer is lefſe- + 


& when he is going to death, he ſhould deale 
liberally. with herin diet, cloathing and 0- 


ther | 
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laſt Chapter of the Pronerbs, | 
| 
| 


lawfu]] and honeſt dclighes of chis life, and 
ſhould graunt them vnto her bountifully & | 

lentifully for her vſe. Hee exhorterh her 
children and (cruaats , that they do vſeall | 
fingular reverence and obedience towards | 
her : neither doth he exhort onely thole of | 
her familic, but alſo all others; yeacuen the | 
Magiſtrates themlelucs, ſo often as occaſion | 
is offered (as when women arc brought in 
judgement before them, for ſome {lip in | 
their manners , it is not vnſeaſonable to ſer | 
before their eyes the laudable conuerſarion | 
of rhis vertuous woman ) that they doc im- | 

Foy themſelues ro ſer. forth her praiſe : For | 
notwichſtanding that this woman, together | 
with her notable workes be ſhut vpandli- 
mited within the wals of hcr owne houle, 
yct her praiſe paſſing forth,and climbing vp 
the rop of the houſe commeth & appearerh | 
ar the holy ſeate of Tuſtice. 

Whem therefore God commendeth and 
thinketh worthy to be praiſcd, in the cxtol- 
ling ofthem, we ought to imploy, not onely 
our tongucs, and pennes; but eucnalſoas it 
were our ſhoulder , wherewith bcing borne 
vp , and vnderpropped, they may bee, as it 
were, lifted vp into anopen place, from | 
whence their vertue may be ſecne of all. {| 

[The which ought to confirme vs in the 
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i {iu iy Ol vertuc; ; CHPCcHa: y Wil'i WE Knou 
; that tae hearts and CUNZUCS O! 211 non rey; 
' the hands of Gow, to as QcE 15 abie to ver 
| INEM-CUueN 1N tnote that are Vue of a1 py. 
| Lic, tO publith the pratics of the gov yas ui 
| peareth by tneexampics Ot /ojfepr and as 
| {es adiUIng in Aegyp!. But of men 1h tits we 
; baife oe armbe ana wnibankfuil : YO 1 0u9h: 
| Oftrengren and recamne v$ 10 OUr QUty.tne: 
| God by his neagenly voce Qotn voucher: 
| tO praile VS ; and MOTEONET IN TINE TOCOM: 
;1N The greatett alicmbly of the woe _ 
| he will, as 1t were tn the highelt covre con! 
| mend vs, which ought mott picntitu'ty 50 
( {atishe vs, both.taen, when men arc not 0i.- 
{ ly ſilent in our commenaations, but rortne: 
| alio when they doe vadcierncedly 1peare c- 
| Viljot vs. 


F INI 
TA { de 
| TH * 

DO . Feb 
| * SL > 
i hw Ho 

mY 3 

| \ het. 22 


ERR Tet 


_—_ ___ TT 


An Expoſition of the : 


ſtudy ot vertue; eſpecially when we know 


nl ——. 


tic, to publiſh the praiſcs of the godly, as ap- 


halfe be dumbe and wnthankfull : yet it ought 
to ſtrengthen and recaine vs in our duty,that 
God by his heancnly voice doth vouchliatc 
eo praile vs; and moreouer intime tocome, 
| inthe greateſt aſſembly of the whole world, 
he will, as it were in the higheſt court com- 
mend vs, which ought moſt plentifully to 
| atisfie vs, both.chen, when men arc not on- 
ly ſilent in our commendations, but further 
alſo when they doe vndcleruedly ſpeake c- 
vill of vs. 
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that the hearts and tonguesof ail men arein | 
the hands of God, fo as hce isableto bend © 
them cuen in thoſe that are voide of all ple- | 


| 
| 


peareth by the examples of 7oſeph and Mo- | 
ſes abiding 1n Aegypt. But if men in this be. | 
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